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For students, faculty, state, and nation

Executive keeps on
challenging herself

Increase in research
is paying big dividends

As brand director of Coors Light, M. June Smith is the

Digging up artifacts along Michigan highways and
studyi~g the behavioral effects of antiepilepsy drugs have
more m common than one might think.
Both involve Western faculty and students in
conducting significant scholarly research and both
reflect the University's renewed commitment to
expanding its activities in this important area.
That renewed commitment is part of a campuswide
effort President Diether H. Haenicke launched when he
came to Western in August of 1985.
. "We must never lose sight of the fact that a university
1s a place of learning and inquiry, and not just for
students," Haenicke said at the time. "Scholarly research
and teaching on the university level are critically
interdependent."
The pro-research atmosphere at Western has resulted
in a dramatic increase in the number of research and
special programs proposals faculty members submit for
funding, according to Dr. Donald Thompson, chief
research officer for the University. Consequently,
Thompson noted, the success rate for funding these
proposals has also increased.

highest ranking female marketing executive in the beer
industry.
The 1972 Western graduate was named to her current
position in July of last year and has total responsibility
for the financial performance and marketing strategy for
Coors Light, which is produced by the Adolph Coors
Company of Colorado.
That high-level position, however, is far removed from
the teaching job Smith accepted after graduating with a
major in English. But then, she's the first to explain
that her career path "certainly couldn't have been
charted. All my jobs were good training, and I learned a
lqt from each of them," she says. "I moved twice for
family reasons, yet even those occasions provided
opportunities for new experiences and a well
roundedness."
In addition to taking advantage of every opportunity,
Smith's secret to success also includes meeting every
challenge with zeal and dedication, always remaining
positive, and simply working hard.
"I believe by keeping a positive attitude, I can do
anything. You owe it to yourself to be positive. If you
emit positive energy, that is what you will get back," she
says, adding that she was raised believing a person is
r~warded for a job well done.
As for being a woman in business, she says, "I guess I
was naive enough to think being a woman didn't matter.
I had no inbred fears."
Smith's career odyssey began when she was a junior at
Coloma High School. She recalls meeting some Western
professors who were in town for a career day program.
"After that meeting I was convinced I wanted to go to
college and I wanted to attend Western," she says.
Her high school counselor, however, thought she
should pursue an associate's degree in secretarial studies
at a smaller school and wouldn't recommend her for
admission to Western. "So I went to Ferris (University)
for a year, received good grades, and transferred to
Western where I wanted to go all along," she recalls.
Foregoing her interest in a business career, Smith
taught English, communication, theatre, and physical
education in Berrien Springs for four years after
graduating from Western. "At that time, it was
considered better for women to become teachers rather
than have careers in business," she says.
Although she has fond memories of teaching, Smith
says her continued interest in business prompted her to
place an application with an employment agency in St.
Joseph. As a result Honeywell, Inc. in Detroit hired her
as a sales representative in 1976. She was one of the
first five women hired for industrial sales by the
company, which wanted to add women to its sales force.
Within her first year, she became one of the firm's top
sales representatives.
Believing sales didn't fully utilize her creative talents,
two years later Smith accepted the position of marketing
manager at Tyson Foods, and soon after was promoted
to director of advertising. While at Tyson she introduced
the Chick-n-Quick line of frozen poultry, which is
currently the company's top selling product.
Her career took off from there. An executive "head
hunter" for the Miller Brewing Company in Milwaukee
offered her a job as assistant brand manager for Miller
Lite in 1980. Smith says she "jumped at the chance" to
learn additional skills from one of the nation's largest
advertisers. At Miller she was directly involved with the
commercials starring Bob Uecker and Rodney
Dangerfield in Miller's "tastes great/less filling"
campaign.

M. June Smith (photo by Brenda Tharp Photography)

By 1982 she had joined Lowe's Inc. in South Bend as
pet foods brand manager to be close to her ailing
parents.
A_ ~ear la~er ~he was again approached regarding a
po~1t1on, this time with Tatham-Laird & Kudner. The
Chicago advertising firm hired her as account supervisor
for its client, Coors Golden Lager, and she commuted to
Chicago by train each day while attempting to sell her
South Ben~ home. Just when the strain of commuting
was becommg too much, Electro-Voice, Inc. in
Buchanan contacted her to direct its advertising and
promotion efforts.
"Electro-Voice is a small company with a broad range
of clientele," Smith says. "They make sound systems for
conference centers, sound equipment for the space
program, and amplifiers for rock bands. They wanted to
develo~ an in-house advertising agency and were looking
for a director. The opportunity, the challenge to develop
and run my own department without spending four
hours eac~ d~y on the train, was too good to pass up."
Coors d1dn t forget Smith, though. In February 1985
a~other head hunter contacted her regarding a position
with the company. They believed her experiences in
~ales, the ?eer industry, and advertising made her an
ideal candidate for a brand manager position.
"I was perfectly happy with my position at ElectroVoice and was not interested in flying to Colorado for an
intervi:w," she remembers, noting that she agreed to
meet with Coors representatives in Chicago.
(Continued on page 8)

University getting new phone numbers
Western has changed its phone system as part of
an $8.8 million telecommunications network.
Work continues on rewiring the campus for voice,
data, and video transmission, but the switch over to
the new telephone system took place March 4.
At that time, all University
numbers changed. To contact
a campus office, persons may call
the central University number,
387-1000. An operator will transfer
callers to the person or office they
wish to contact.

Doubling of grant funds in sight
If the current trend continues, Western
soon double
the amount of money it receives in external grants for
research and sponsored programs. Projections call for
yearly grant totals to reach $8 million by July 1990-up
from $3.9 million received during the 1984-85 fiscal
year.
Last fiscal year's grant total reached a record high of
$5.6 _million, and the current year's fiscal total is already
runmng about 58 percent ahead of the amount received
by this time last year. These funds come from an array of
federal governmental bodies (24 percent); state and local
governmental bodies (27 percent); private foundations and
organizations (7 percent), and businesses, industries, and
other supporting institutions across the nation (42 percent).

will

"The support Western Michigan University receives for
conducting research and service projects is an
affirmation of the proper balance the University strives
to achieve in serving the community, state, and nation,"
Thompson ·said.
Unique partnerships have developed
That balance has led to numerous unique partnerships
between the University and the public and private
sectors, and more will evolve as the University expands
its research capabilities. In fact, a major step in this
expansion will be taken in April when a new computer
network will link Western researchers with five National
Science Foundation supercomputing centers and with
fellow researchers at universities around the country.
Already, however, scores of major research projects
are currently being conducted on campus, including
several at three special centers receiving financial
support from Michigan's Research Excellence and
Economic Development Fund.
One of the three, the Horticultural Economic
Development Center, provides timely and sophisticated
soil and water quality analyses to growers, and is
engaging in research that could lead to a new state
crop-cranberries.
Meanwhile, the Applied Mechanics Institute, which
features a computer-controlled testing machine that is
(continued on page 8)
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California alumni

_______________ meet with Haenicke

Tracy Connelly,
right, the alumni
relations office's
newest staff
member,
discusses the
Student Alumni
Association's
annual activity
calendar with
association
president Jenifer
Findley, a junior
from Livonia
majoring in
occupational
therapy.

Alumni had a chance to meet and
talk with President Diether H.
Haenicke and his wife Carol when
the two recently attended several
alumni gatherings in California. ·
Left: Gerald Foley, 8.8.A. '61, and
his wife Sherry chat with President
Haenicke, left, during the San
Francisco Bay area 's November 12
dinner, which drew more than forty
participants.

Below: More than sixty Western
graduates attended the November
14 dinner in Southern California.
Visiting with each other before the
dinner were, from left, Judi and
Steve, B.S. '72, Holton; Carol
Haenicke; Phil Berg, B.S. '69; Tim
Bradford, BB.A. '83; and Dave
Hampton, B. S. '75.

New assistant alumni director announced
Tracy A. Connelly, B.A. '86,
has joined the alumni relations
staff as assistant director.
Connelly will be responsible
for directing regional programs
in special areas, coordinating
the fifty-year reunion and
Homecoming activities, and
developing programs for recent
graduates.
He will also be the adviser
to the Student Alumni Association.
A communication major,
Connelly was involved in a
variety of activities as a student, including student
Homecoming, orientation,
Mortar board, and the

Alpha Beta Epsilon plans fiftieth anniversary celebration
Alpha Beta Epsilon, Western's women's alumnae sorority,
will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of its founding May
14, 1988, in the Bernhard Student Center~ President
Diether H. Haenicke will be the guest speaker.
The sorority's fourteen chapters have invited their
charter members, scholarship recipients, and past members
to attend and help celebrate.
As part of the celebration, the sorority's originating
chapter, Alpha of Benton Harbor-St. Joseph, will host the
group's annual Spring Convention. Alpha chapter president Ruth Johnson and Delta chapter (Kalamazoo)
member and ICC adviser Charlotte Ferraro will co-chair
the event.
Alpha Beta Epsilon officially began on Nov. 14, 1938,
at the Hotel Vincente in Benton Harbor when a group of
alumnae residing in the area were initiated as an alumnae
sorority of Western Michigan College of Education. This
founding group, under the leadership of Harriet Snyder,
had wished to maintain ties with each other as well as with

Abdullah Ahmad Badawl received an honorary Doctor of Public

Service degree from Western during the December comm':ncement exercises. Badawi, a political leader and former cabmet
minister of the Southeast Asian nation of Malyasia, was among
more than 1,200
.
.
'
. .
people to receive
degrees during the
exercises. "The
international sharing
of knowledge
through education
provides the
essential basis for
international
understanding,
peace, and
respect," Badawi
said during the
ceremonies.

its alma mater. Originally named Pi Delta Phi, the
organization adopted its current name in 1940.
When it was founded, the sorority was the first such
organization affiliated with a college at the time, according
to then President Paul V. Sangren. The purpose of the
sorority as stated in its constitution is to promote the well
being of its members, to cooperate with Western Michigan
University in furthering an interest in higher education,
and to form a permanent sisterhood of its members.
In the spring of 1944, Alpha, the mother chapter, took
the lead in organizing an Inter-Chapter Council of elected
officers and delegates from each chapter to enable the
sorority to be of greater value to Western. The council's
current president is Alberta Studier of Muskegon's Mu
chapter.
More than 1,160 alumnae have been sorority members,
including the 418 current members. Most members are
Western alumnae, but up to twenty-five percent can be
other women interested in helping the group further its
goals.
Sorority chapters are: Alpha, Benton Harbor-St.
Joseph; Beta, South Bend-Niles; Delta and Xi, Kalamazoo;
Epsilon, Jackson; Eta, Midland; Gamma and Nu-Pi, Grand
Rapids; Iota, Battle Creek; Mu, Omicron, and Sigma,
Muskegon; Theta, Albion-Marshall; and Zeta, Lansing. All
are providing some form of financial aid to current
Western students.
The sorority's main thrust has always been to assist
students. Over the years, it has helped 208 students by
providing more than $110,000 in scholarships. In addition,
it has made contributions to Kanley Chapel, for its organ,
pews, and the Rose Window; Draper Hall for installation of
a rose-tinted mirror in honor of Blanche Draper; and the
Oaklands to help in its refurbishing.
At the ICC Spring Conference in May 1987 the Council
approved an endowment to the Sara Swickard Pre-School.
This award will provide scholarships for instructional
materials for the school.
_
Anyone interested in obtaining more information about
the sorority is invited to write Charlotte Ferraro, 1218 Oak
Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008.

Regional alumni activities being held throughout Michigan
Branch County

Alumni will gather for their
eighth annual spring dinner
Friday, May 13, at the Quality
Inn, Coldwater. Join them for
a reception at 6:00 p.m. and
dinner at 7:00 p.m. Reservation forms will be mailed in
April.

For more information call
the Office of Alumni Relations
at (616) 387-6179 or the area
event chairperson, Pat
Chilsholm at (517) 369-8165.

Michiana Area

Current Westem students will
join area alumni Tuesday,
April 28, to address the topic,
"Life at WMU Today." Watch
your mail for details or call the
Office of Alumni Relations at
(616) 387-6179 for more information.

Traverse City

The annual alumni spring dinner will be held Saturday,
April 30, at the Embers on the
Bay restaurant. The evening
will begin with a reception at
6:00 p.m. and dinner at 6:45
p.m. Invitations and details will
be sent to Traverse City area
alumni in March, or you can
call the Office of Alumni Relations at (616) 387-6179 for
more information.

Residence Hall Association.
He was also a floor adviser
and assistant director in the
residence halls.
Westem's alumni relations
staff is comprised of Jamie

Jeremy, alumni relations director; Tracy Connelly and Jean
Pitts, assistant directors;
Theresa Reiter, secretary; and
Bea Clawson, membership
supervisor.

Don't leave home without
your Gold Pride card
The WMU Alumni Association, along with Independence One Bank, is pleased to offer a special VISA®
· Classic Card to alumni and friends.
The WMU Alumni VISA Money Key™ VISA®
Card is another way for you to show your gold
pride, while atthe same time benefiting you and
Western.
You win by receiving several great benefits.
• NO ANNUAL FEE for the first year,
and just a $15 annual fee thereafter.
• FREE INTEREST for twenty-five days on
all purchases-almost one month's worth
of buying power without interest when
you pay your balance in full.
• TRAVEL/ACCIDENT ·INSURANCE
worth $100,000.
•AUTO RENTAL DISCOUNTS
from nationally recognized companies.
• A TRAVEL RESERVATION SERVICE,
accessed on a twenty-four hour basis,
offering the lowest publicly available
airfares, hotel/motel discounts,
and much more.

And we win!

Your Alumni Association
will receive a portion of the
annual fee and your charges.
Arrange now to receive your application and begin
to enjoy the many benefits of the WMU Alumni
Money Key™ VISA® Card. Write to the WMU
Alumni Association, Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008-3854, or call
(616) 387-6179.

New Alumni Association life members
Eleanore J. Bennink, T.C. '29, B.A. '35,
Southgate
Phillip Berg, B.S. '69, Torrence,
CalHornia
R. Thomas Bigelow, B.S. '62, M.B.A.
'68, Carmel, lndlana
Thomas· K. Branoff, B.S. '82,
Farmington Hills
Michael J. Calay, B.A. '72, B.A. '81,
. M.B.A. '84, Paw Paw
Phlllp J. Drapeau, B.S. '72, Dearborn
Roger A. Duncan, B.S. '85, Perry
Ronald E. Hinz, B.B.A. '45, Newark,
Delaware
Patrick F. Jonas and Whitney Rush
Macon Jonas, B.A. '67, M.A. '69,
Waukegan, Illinois

Joseph S. Langdon, B.S. '75, Flushing
Toby F. Link, B.A. '65, M.A. '68,
Boulder, Colorado
Douglas D. MacDonald, M.B.A. '68,
Altamonte Springs, Florida
James H. Madaus, B.B.A. '63, Mt.
Clemens
Nancy Eschenburg Madaus, B.A. '63,
Mt. Clemens
Cathleen M. McGann, B.B.A. '81,
Grosse Pointe
Kevin A. Roberts, B.B.A. '80, San Jose,
California
Christine M. Simpson, B.S. '86,
Fennville
Susan Cottrell Stoklosa, B.B.A. '79,
Royal Oak
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Resolutions

Pondering what really gives significance to our lives
Russell Howes
Director, Planned Giving

At the end of the old year, I, like many other people, try
to make New Year's resolutions. As 1988 was ushered in, I
found myself wondering what it was that really gave
significance to our existence.
Is it just statistics? Marion Isabelle Hall was born in
Doster, March 4, 1897. She attended Plainwell High
School, and received a limited certificate from Western
State Normal School in 1915 and a teaching certificate in
1922. She taught in the Allegan County schools, the Barry

County schools, and the Portage schools for more than
forty years. But, do those "statistics" tell us all there is to
know about Marion Hall?
Is our value equated to the influence that we have on
other individuals? As I write this article, I hold in my hand
a letter from Mildred Doster, M.D., one of Marion's former
students. Dr. Doster is an eminent physician, twice
honored by the American School Health Association.
"Marion used the magic ways that superior teachers
have to make us feel our school and classes were the best
and happiest places to be," Doster says of Hall. ·
That is a stirring tribute to a great teacher, but, again,
is that the sum total of a life?
Is a life made up of reminiscences and amusing anecdotes, such as the one told by Doretha Nooney about a
third grader in one of Miss Hall's classes writing this
poem: "Here I sit in front of Miss Hall. I'd rather be out
playin~ ball," or, Marion's own remembrance of one en-

thusiastic eighth-grader saying: "Don't you think it is time
we began staying after school and reviewing for that
(statewide competency) exam?"
Is life's significance tied to the great lifetime friendships, such as Marion's with Elizabeth Smutz. Or, is it the
legacy we leave behind, such as Marion's estate gift that
established the Marion I. Hall Scholarship Fund at
Western. Or, is it, in truth, all of these things and many,
many more.
As I write this, I am saddened because I never had the
opportunity to personally meet Miss Hall. My knowledge of
her was gathered through her writings, statistics, and
reminiscences of friends. She was a person who gave of
herself to others throughout her life and even in her
death.
We are diminished by her loss, but hers was a lifetime
of giving that touched us and has left this earth a little bit
better place than it was before.

Wolpe uses pay raise to help students prepare for politics
U.S. Congressman Howard Wolpe (D-Lansing) has
donated a pay raise to help Western students prepare for
political careers, and President Diether H. Haenicke has
pledged $5,000 in institutional funds to the same cause.
Wolpe presented a check to Western for more than
$10,000 on December 7, at which time Haenicke
announced his pledge. "I always like to support strong
programs whenever the opportunity occurs," Haenicke
said.
Wolpe's donation is the first installment to establish
the Howard Wolpe Fund for the Study of Politics.
He announced his intention to reject his annual
salary increase last April, shortly after House of
Representatives members failed to vote on an automatic
pay raise that went into effect April 1. The after-tax
amount of the 1987 increase has been accruing in an
escrow account since that date. Wolpe has promised to
add another $11,000 to $12,000, his 1988 salary increase,
to the scholarship fund at the end of next year.
· The money will support an $800 undergraduate
scholarship or assistantship in political science to be
presented annually beginning with the 1988-89 academic
year. Dr. Ernest E. Rossi, chairperson of the Department
of Political Science, expects the fund to grow to a point
that it also could support future special projects
undertaken by the department.
"I'm paying a debt of gratitude to the University,"
Wolpe said about his donation, adding that Western gave
him his first job out of graduate school.
The fifth-term congressman, who taught political
science at Western from 1969 to 1972, has retained close
ties with Western and the Department of Political
Science. He also has a long history of opposing pay
raises. His pledge never to accept a raise during an
elected term has resulted in his refusal of three such
raises. The first was returned to the federal government,
while the second was divided equally among colleges in
his district.

Rogers establishes scholarship
The Department of Occupational Therapy has announced
the establishment of the
Evalyn Underwood Rogers
Scholarship in Occupational
Therapy. This is the first major
scholarship program established by an individual for the
department.

Evalyn Rogers

Rogers was a graduate of
Westem's occupational therapy
program in 1935 and has
worked extensively in occupational therapy for a number of
institutions, including the U.S.
Navy.
Through this program, she
wishes to encourage students
who have a serious interest in
occupational therapy and
demonstrate ability in their
first three years of study.
Rogers is a great believer in
education and living life to the
hilt. Among her most recent
adventures were a hot air
balloon trip last summer and a
trip to Hong Kong this fall
(from which she returned and
her luggage didn't).

U.S. Rep. Howard Wolpe, left, presents a $10,000 donation to
President Diether H. Haenicke to establish a scholarship fund in
the Department of Political Science.

Mildred Perg, B.A. '34, recently donated two of her
watercolor paintings to the Printing Management and
Research Center in the newly opened Robert A.
Welborn Hall. Mrs. Perg's husband, Leo, joined her in
the lobby of Welborn Hall to view the artwork.

Different type of giving makes for successful annual event
countries wili be represented with elaborate, colorful
booths and table displays. More than 300 volunteers will
serve as consultants and entertainers, demonstrating
once again that giving of oneself can be just as
important as financial giving.
International Night, started by history professor
Edythe Mange back in 1956, has gradually grown from a
small, informative event to a festive extravaganza
annually drawing about 2,000 people. In fact, during the
past four years it has overflowed its allotted space in the
student center.
The event's atmosphere is
similar to a colorful bazaar
featuring hundreds of foreign
students wearing their national
dress.
Visitors can amble from booth
to booth, learning a few words
from a variety of languages,
viewing cultural demonstrations
and displays, and watching
musical and dance performances.
There's even an International
Tasting Tea sponsored by the
Bernhard Student Center Board.
The entire evening is
informational as well as fun.
Visitors can walk away with
armloads of travel and study
brochures, in addition to a new
understanding of other cultures.
For additional information,
those interested may contact the
Foreign Study .Office by calling or
Students in the Foreign Study Office are just a few of the many people who contribute their
time to Western's annual International Night. Assisting in this year's planning are, from left,
writing Western Michigan
Julie Branca/eon, Amy Matthews, and Mary Lafleur. All three are seniors majoring in
University, Kalamazoo, Michigan
tourism and travel. Branca/eon is also majoring in Spanish, while La Fleur is also majoring in
49008-5177.
French.

Taking a no-cost world tour during a single evening is
impossible, you say, even in the space age.
Well, by giving of their time, talent, and energy,
Western students and staff have been making that
possible for Western and the Kalamazoo community for
the past twenty-eight years.
The event allowing such a whirlwind trip is
International Night, which is sponsored by the Foreign
Study Office. This year's evening will be held from 6:00
to 10:00 p.m. Friday, April 8, in the East Ballroom of
the Bernhard Student Center. At least ninety different
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The tales they could tell-and did
Dr. Lewis H. Carlson watched the 1988 winter
Olympics with more than casual interest, and so did
readers of a new book he co-wrote.
Carlson, a professor of humanities, has spent the
past four years immersed in the tales of athletic
prowess and human emotion that unfold whenever
the international competition is held.
Carlson and Jack Fogarty, a professor of English
at Ferris State University, have chronicled much of
that drama in their book, Tales of Gold: An Oral
History of the Olympic Games Told by Americas
Gold Medal Winners, published by Contemporary
Books of Chicago. The accomplishment represents
something of a marathon feat in itself.
The book recounts the personal remembrances of
fifty-nine Americans with one common bondhaving won an Olympic gold medal. Carlson and
Fogarty's search for gold medalists took them all
over the country, tracking down addresses and
arranging to meet with well-known and the
unknown surviving winners before their stories
were lost forever.
Their trips took them as far back in time
as the 1912 Olympics in Stockholm,
Sweden, as seen through the eyes
of ninety-six-year-old Abel
Kiviat (3,000 meter relay) of
New York, right up to the 1984
games in Los Angeles with
stories from track winner Carl
Lewis and wrestling gold
medalist Jeff Blatnik, who won
a bout with cancer before
winning the gold.
Among the athletes featured
are Aileen Riggin, the first
American woman gold medalist,
(springboard diving, 1920); U.S.
Sen. Bill Bradley (basketball,
1964); and pediatrician Dr.
Benjamin Spock (rowing, 1924).
Reviewers have applauded the
book for many reasons,

including the variety of sports it covers, the
historical information it presents, and the behindthe-scenes descriptions of the triumphs, tragedies,
political maneuverings, humor, and romance
which aren't found in the official historical record.
When it comes to humor, many critics, and
Carlson himself, revel in the account by Helen
Stephens, a Missouri farm girl who won gold
medals in the 100-meter dash and the 400-meter
relay during the 1936 Olympics in Berlin. Stephens
was summoned to private audiences with Adolph
Hitler (the only American to be so invited) and
Hermann Goering. Both men made no secret of
their admiration for the unbeatable eighteen-yearold called "the Fulton Flash ."
As Stephens tells it, upon meeting Hitler she gave
him "a good ol' Missouri handshake" in response to
his Nazi salute. "Well, immediately Hitler goes for
the jugular vein," she says, adding that he pinched
her fanny and hugged her while saying, 'You're
a true Aryan type. You should be running
Germany.'"
Along with the humor
and tales of individual
triumph, however,
Carlson sees another
important theme in the
book.
"These stories provide
a variety of perspectives
on what is not right with
the Olympics," he says,
citing excessive nationalism,
political intrigue, and
commercialism as the
negative trends that have
emerged. "We found among
older athletes a compelling
innocence in their Olympic
experience that one seldom
finds today."

Two trustees honored for their decades of service to the public
Western's longest-serving trustees were granted
emeritus status in December in appreciation of their
outstanding public service to the citizens of Michigan
and to their alma mater.
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Ted Hunkins, '40, Battle Creek
Patrick Laughlin, '68, Lansing
Deborah J. Mazur-Baker, '81, Berkley
Marilyn Peterson, '66, St. Joseph
Wendy Stock, '78, Grand Rapids
Alberta Studier, '45, Muskegon
Lawrence Ulmer, '73, Kalamazoo
Georgia Van Adestine, '78, Jackson
Emily Word, '77, Battle Creek
Robert Zakar, '73, Dearborn
Philip Zwergel, '59, Stephenson

The Board of
Trustees passed
resolutions honoring Fred W.
Admas, B.A. '32,
of Grosse Pointe
and Charles H.
Ludlow, B.S. '50,
of Kalamazoo.
Together they
Fred Adams
Charles Ludlow
served a total of
nearly forty-five
years until their retirement earlier this year. Both men
also are recipients ofWestem's Distinguished Alumni Award.
It was Gov. George Romney who appointed Adams to
Westem's first separate governing board in 1964. Adams
was the first trustee elected to chair the group.
While busily engaged in his professional career as an
American Motors Corp. executive and as a U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development staff
member, Adams frequently used most of his vacation
days to attend University functions. A 1984 legislative
resolution cited him as "an exemplary citizen and
s~al~art advocat.e of higher education (who) has played a
s1gm~cant role m making Western Michigan University
the highly-regarded institution it is today."
Ludlow was praised in the Board of Trustees'
resolution for giving "his time and talents to Western in
the development of such key areas as financial analysis
and data processing, while providing wise counsel and
setting fiscal standards of the highest integrity."
Ludlow, who retired in 1984 after thirty-four years
with The Upjohn Company of Kalamazoo, rose to the
rank of vice president, treasurer, and director of the
international pharmaceutical firm.

New board officers elected
In keeping with
the Board of
Trustees' bylaws
that seniority be
a key criterion,
Alfred L. Edwards
of Ann Arbor was
elected chair at
the board's
annual meeting
January 15.
Edwards, who Alfred Edwards
Carol Waszkiewicz
was appointed to
the board in January 1981, is a professor of business
administration at the University of Michigan, where he
is also director of the Division of Research in the
Graduate School of Business Administration.
Carol A. Waszkiewicz, B.A. '59, M.S.L. '75, of
Kalamazoo was elected vice chair. Waszkiewicz is an
English teacher at Kalamazoo Central High School and
a former Kalamazoo County commissioner.
The other board officers are Western administrators
and were re-elected. They are: secretary, Chauncey J.
Brinn, vice president for development and administrative
affairs; treasurer and assistant secretary, Robert M.
Beam, vice president for business and finance; and
assistant treasurer, Gerald C. Schwemmin, controller.
All officers were elected for one year, as prescribed by
board bylaws.

Board shows its support
for President Haenicke
The Board of Trustees in December showed its approval
for President Diether H. Haenicke's performance by
rewarding him with a salary increase and a special
deferred compensation package.
Crediting him for creating "a true renaissance on our
campus," the board gave Haenicke a 5.75 percent
across-the-board salary increase (the same adjustment
all faculty received), plus a 2 percent merit increase.
The two raises are based on Haenicke's 1986-87 base
salary of $100, 700, resulting in a 1987-88 salary of
$108,504, retroactive to July 1.
In addition, the board agreed to set aside $15,000
each year for five years with the understanding that the
accumulated money can only be collected if Haenicke
remains at Western's helm for the full five years. The
present five-year contract, which began in 1985, was
extended to 1992 to coincide with the "golden handcuff'
arrangement.
The salary increases and deferred compensation were
designed in part to bring Haenicke's salary more in line
with those of other university presidents in Michigan.
For example, University of Michigan President Harold
T. Shapiro was earning $135,300 a year until his
resignation a few months ago, while Michigan State
University President John DiBiaggio currently earns
$130,000 a year. Both institutions have already created
significant compensation packages for their presidents.

Members of Westem's Brass Quintet, a faculty ensemble in the
School of Music, recently returned from a tour of China. It
conducted seminars during the tour and performed five concerts to
standing-room-onlr, audiences totaling more than 8,000 people.
Members of the qumtet are, from left, Johnny L. Phrigo, French
horn; Donald P. Bullock, trumpet; Robert L. Whaley, tuba; Sephen
G. Jones, trumpet; and Steve M. Wolfinbarger, trombone. Norman
C. Greenberg, dean of international education and programs, and
Robert H. Luscombe, dean of the College of Fine Arts also
participated in the tour. Greenberg performed with th~ quintet on
the French horn.
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Olympic hockey squad shows the Broncos plenty of
razzle dazzle during special contest at Lawson Arena
Western's hockey team was one of a mere nineteen National Collegiate Athletic Association Division I college
teams selected to compete against Team USA in its preOlympic schedule of fifty-nine games.
The Broncos met the U.S. national team December 1
on home ice in Lawson Arena. Although the game went

We're looking forward to
playing the U.S. Olympians. A
lot of these guys will be in the
pros someday . . . we'll be able
to say things like: 'Hey, I
scored against that guy, ' or
more likely, 'I remember when
he scored on me' . .. For all of
us, this game will be one that
will leave great memories. "
11

Sophomore left
wing Bill
Armstrong (#10)
races for the puck
against a Team
USA player while
sophomore center
Jeff Green (#16)
waits for the pass.
Green later
scored one of
Western's two
goals.

-Western co-captain Dave
Lobdell (senior right wing/
defenseman), Mt. Clemens.

down in the books as a 13-2 loss for the squad, Western
played well during the first two periods.
The team trailed only 4-1 at the end of the first period
and 6-2 at the end of the second. It was in the third
period, however, that the worn-down Broncos were given a
hockey clinic by the Olympic-hopefuls.
After completing its pre-Olympic games, Team USA
and head coach Dave Peterson of Minneapolis, Minnesota,
traveled to Canada to prepare for the 1988 Winter Olympic Games, which began February 13.
The USA squad, a young team made up of the top
players from the college ranks, had only two returning
players from the 1984 Olympic team-centers Scott Fusco
of Burlington, Massachusetts, and Corey Millen of Cloquet,
Minnesota.

Team USA began selecting 1988 squad members last
winter. More than 400 players challenged for roster positions during two-day tryouts in the Boston, Detroit, and
Minneapolis areas. The top eighty players were then
selected to participate at the Olympic Festival '87, with the
pre-Olympic squad chosen from among these participants.

"I think that most of the socalled experts are probably
picking us to finish fifth or
sixth at the Olympics. As
always, our goal is to first
make the medal round. In that
type of tournament, you
approach each game as an
individual entity-it's
impossible to look past any
opponent, or to get too
emotionally high for anyone. "
-USA coach Dave Peterson

We set three goals for (the
game vs. USA). We wanted to
score on them, do well on the
power play, and kill penalties.
And we did all three. "
11

Junior goalie Bill Horn (above,
top photo) prepares to make a
save against the Team USA
attack. Sophomore defenseman
Doug Melnyk (white jersey,
above) works to force a Team
USA player out of the action.

-Western coach Bill Wilkinson

Fusco played college hockey at Harvard University and
was the 1986 Hobey Baker Memorial Award recipient as
the best college player in the United States that year.
Millen played at the University of Minnesota, where he
ranks as the school's third all-time leading scorer with 241
points.

Western sophomore center Jeff Green was one of the
eighty who made it to the festival. Green scored two goals
and was credited with four assists during the tournament
play.
Prior to this year, the United States had earned two
Olympic gold medals in hockey, one in 1960 and one in
1980. The United States had finished second five times
(1924, 1932, 1952, 1956, 1972) and third once (1936).

Two Bronco standouts gain national recognition for their athletic prowess
Jesse McGuire

From a school where the cross country program has
earned two National Collegiate Athletic Association and
fourteen Mid-American Conference titles comes a runner
who is adding on to a tradition-rich foundation.
Sophomore sensation Jesse McGuire of Bronson
capped his 1987 season by competing in the NCM Cross
Country Championship last fall after placing third in the
district N qualifying meet. For McGuire it was his third
10,000-meter race in as many weeks.
Western coach Jack Shaw noted he turned in a good
performance for a first-time participant, coming in fiftyfifth out of a field of 150 of the nation's top collegiate
harriers.
McGuire placed first in several Bronco dual meets last
season, including one in which he covered Western's
five-mile Arcadia Course in 25:36, shattering the course
record. In addition, he was runner-up in the Michigan
Intercollegiate and Central Collegiate conferences
championships, and captured the individual title at ~he
MAC championship with a time of 30: 16, becoming the
first Bronco to win a MAC cross country crown since 1960.

Lise Martin
Lise Martin capped a brilliant volleyball career at
Western this year by representing the University at the
Yugo East-West Collegiate All-Star Classic held January
16 in Stockton, California.
The match featured twenty of the country's top
players.
Martin, who hails from Trois Rivieres, Quebec, came
to Western in 1985 after participating in the 1984
Olympic Games as a member of the Canadian national
team. She set season individual records in 1987 for kills
.(534), digs (404), and kills per game (4.30), leading the
team to a 28-6 mark and a sixth straight Mid-American
Conference championship.
The outside hitter was honored as the MAC's "player
of the year" for the the second consecutive season and
received All-North Central Region recognition from the
American Volleyball Coaches Association.
Western had an 80-19 record during Martin's three
seasons in Kalamazoo.
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Of mathematician~ and bell ringers

Graph theory is music to the ears
When Dr. Arthur T. White's compositions are played for the first time,
they're premiered not only for the
audience but for the composer as well.
White never knCMIS what his oompositions
are going to sound like because he doesn't
play them ahead of time. He can't; he
doesn't play a sirlgle musical instrument
That may sound like a strange admission, but White isn't an ordinary
composer. He's a mathematician who
uses .his research in graph theory to
write "music" for church bell ringers.
White says he became interested in bell ringing about
a decade ago when one of his graduate students, a
musician, was looking for a way to apply graph theory

Dr. Arthur T. White, professor of
mathematics and statistics, recreates on
the blackboard a portion of one of his
three "compositions" for change ringing.
Tradition dictates that the bell ringers who
first perform the piece name the work. In
this case, an English group named White's
composition "Western Michigan University
Doubles."

to music for a class presentation. White directed the
student to a book that contained a chapter on
campanology, or change ringing.
Change ringing started in England
The English developed the art of change ringing in the
seventeenth century. By connecting bells to a wheel
mechanism, ringers could have more control than when
bells were hung on a spindle and chimed solely by
ropes.
With the new method, ringers learned they could do
more than simply ring a fixed pattern of notes, up or
down a scale for example. They could change the order
so that an almost infinite variety of note patterns could
be obtained-hence the name change ringing.
When White saw his graduate student's presentation,
he realized the research he had been doing was closely
related. "I started pursuing the idea and shortly
thereafter' went to England on sabbatical for a year and
talked with a lot of English bell ringers," White says.
"It's not like traditional composing at all. In fact, I
really should put quotation marks around composing.
It's really a sort of mathematical composition."
There are many different orderings of the bells, he
explains, and each ordering is a different change, with
each bell rung exactly once in one change. Moreover, in
any piece of change ringing, the order is never repeated.
·~Ideally, one would like to ring all the possible
changes," White says.
"If there are eight bells in the tower, which is a very
common number," he says, "the number of possible
changes is eight factorial-one times two times three
times four times five times six times seven ,times eight.
That works out to 40,320 changes, which would take
almost a full day to perform and has rarely.been
accomplished."
Math plus graphs equals "music"
Besides using mathematics to determine how long it
would take eight tired bell ringers to finish a piece,

White uses graphs to figure out the order in which to
ring them. In doing this, however, he has to take
into account mechanical as well as mathematical
considerations.
For example, once bell is rung, all the ringer
can do is slightly advance or retard the bell's
motion, for its next ring.
"For that reason, it's impossible to ring a melody
because you can't ring the same note in succession
and you also can't not ring a particular bell for a
long period of time," he explains. "In just a matter
of a second or two, it's going to ring again."
That occurs because the bell rope is wrapped
around a circular wheel and tied to the bell. Pulling
the rope starts the bell revolving nearly a full 360
degrees. Part way through its revolution, the
clapper catches up to the bell and sounds a note.
The bell then continues the tum but is stopped
from going full circle by a thin piece of wood called
a stay. Pulling the rope again reverses the rotation
and the clapper makes one more sound as the bell
is coming down.
White says mechanics such as that determine a
nile central to change ringing: Between one change
and the next, no bell can change its order of
striking by more than one position. If bell number
one played third in a change, for example, it could
only ring third in the next change or second or
fourth .
Combine that rule with the requirements that
each bell be rung only once in a change and with
all of the possible changes to be rung and you
definitely have a mathematical problem.
But it's the kind of problem White loves to solve
by applying graph theory.

a

set of numbers corresponding
to the number and order of
bells. From each vertex
emanates a set of three
lines, each representing a
transition rule.
To write a piece for five
bells, White often ends up with 120 vertices
-one times two times three times four times five.
But in certain symmetrical cases, a simpler graph
of twenty-four vertices suffices, as in the
accompanying
photograph.
Graphs depict what bells to ring and when
When
he
finishes
drawing the graph, he traces
The first step is for him to decide which transition
the path where he can travel to each vertex once
rules he will use in his piece. These rules determine
and ends up where he started. Then he writes down
in what order the bells will be rung from one
the numbers that correspond to the vertices and the
change to the next.
order in which they're reached. This, believe it or
"Ringers like to maximize movement of the bells
not, turns into a table that bell ringers read as
so they don't get bored," he says. "They don't like
music.
one bell to ring in the same position for more than
four consecutive rows."
No room for memory loss in change ringing
White, who has been working on compositions
However, the ringers don't actually stand in the bell
for five bells, uses three transition rules in his
towers holding their ropes in one hand and tables
pieces. He determines the sequence in which to use
like White's in the other.
the rules by drawing a graph. Each vertex
''What a ringer tries to take into the tower is a
(the point where two lines intersect) is given a
mental image of the path his or her bell is going to
follow through the others,"
White says. "He or she tries to
memorize that path and key
on one other ringer."
The ringers can't wait until
they hear the bell of the
A dlstingwshed career 2$ a mathematician doesn't preclude excursions
into whim and fancy.
person before them, otherwise
Dr. Arthur T. White, a'Pfofessor of rnathem'tics and statistics at
they'll be too late. So, White
West$1n since 1969, is a goOd example. Known a$ an international
says, they normally follow by
expert on topOlogical graph theory, White has impeccable credentials as
ropesight-pulling their ropes
a researcher. .
about one-quarter of a second
He has earned a number Of scholarly awards, including Western's
after the ringers before them
Distinguished Faculty Scholar Award for 1987, Westem's highest honor
have pulled theirs.
to a faculty member; two awards from the National Science Foundation;
One bell ringer is designated
and several of Westem's Faculty Research Fellowships. In addition, he
as the conductor. Part of this
has written or co-written four books and more than forty articles for
person's job is to give oral
profess1onal journals, and has served a:rs managing editor and associate
editor of the Journal of Graph Theory, one of the top research publicainstructions should someone
tions in its field.
ring out of sequence. The goal
White doesn't classify himself as an applied mathematician, whose
is to get the ringers back in
goal is to solve specific problems. Rather, he classifies himself as a
sequence within one change so
pure mathematician--one who is "free to follow his whim toward
that the mistake is not in
whatever discovery seems most pleasing."
violation
of performance rules.
It's that spirit that has led him to apply his research to writing music
"I'm still trying to
for ringing church belts.
understand logistically how
"A pure mathematician does not seek applications for his work,• he
they accomplish these mental
says. "But if one comes along by chance., then so much the better.• ·
White, who occasionally teaches a class in the Department of English
gymnastics so quickly," White
on "good books,• is committed ro finding ways to reach out to people
says.
with other backgroundS. Thi$ past fall, he presented a paper at his
(Continued on page 8)

Pure mathematlca la pure fun

Distinguished Faculty Sehofar Colloquium titted "Crossing Bridges." In
it, he discussed the hpportanC» of making connections between such
areas as pure mathenlatk.:.S and CIPPfied mathemalic.$. "hard" sciences
and "soft" sciences, and~ aRtt.N'bumanities.
White carries out that~ iri his daily activities, and he's found
"~g" musiQ is ~•ssef.

Ruth A. Stevens, writer (Dr. White)
Cheryl P. Roland, writer (water research)
Nell G. Rankin, photographer

~11 when rm askidilf a
$8YS "l.W. lh$ im
, ffi
I'.

The bells and chapel pictured
on this page show features of
Kalamazoo College's Stetson
Chapel.
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opens the floodgates to water research

Water-Michigan's most visible resource-may also be
the state's least understood and most vulnerable asset.
Western researchers, though, are not only continuing
their efforts to change this situation, but they are
expanding these efforts as well.
Currently, the University is attacking the problem on
two major fronts.
On one side, Western is coordinating the ongoing
work of numerous departments by bringing activities
together under one umbrella organization-the newlycreated Institute for Water Sciences. The institute is
providing the structure necessary for Western to become
a leading water research facility for the state.
On the other front, Western is focusing specifically on
studying and protecting Michigan's groundwater-water
within the earth that supplies wells and streams. The
Southwest Michigan Groundwater Survey and
Monitoring Program is improving understanding about
regional groundwater supplies by collecting and
disseminating vital data.
Institute serves many functions
The Water Sciences Institute brings together faculty
from several departments to conduct a variety of
interdisciplinary research and service projects. It serves
a number of functions, including promoting water
research; developing advanced degrees in water
resources management; and providing technical support
to government, industry, and the general public.
"Western has developed a reputation for its expertise
in this area, and this new entity on campus will assist
us as we build from that strength," Provost George M.
Dennison said.
The institute's interim director, geology professor Dr.
Richard N. Passero, added that "the Water Sciences
Institute is a commitment to excellence in water
research. It announces our dedication to help resolve
state and national water issues."
Passero said he views Western's last fifteen years of
extensive water research as laying the groundwork for a
field that holds great potential for the University. This
groundwork has been laid in such areas as hydrogeology
(a geologic study of surface and subsurface water), water
use and management, wastewater treatment, and surface
water-groundwater interaction, he said.
Several campus units have been involved in that
research and are now part of the institute. They include
the D~partments of Biology and Biomedical Sciences,
Chemistry, Geology, Geography, and Mathematics and
Statistics; and the National Council for Air and Stream
Improvement, which is affiliated with the the
Department of Paper and Printing Science and
Engineering.

At the same time, the geology department's senior
researcher Duane Hampton is investigating ways leaking
underground storage tanks contaminate groundwater, in
an effort to develop corrective strategies.
Another geolog~ faculty member, Dr. Alan Kehew has
been collecting chemical analyses of water samples
obtained in the Southwest Michigan Groundwater
Survey and Monitoring Program to determine
groundwater flow patterns and recharge and discharge
areas. Meanwhile, Passero is developing a method to
evaluate aquifer vulnerability that will be used on the
same survey.
Groundwater project is.a boon to local officials
The groundwater survey, the University 's second major
water research effort, represents a major push to put
new research into the hands of key decision-makers.
Directed by chemistry professor Dr. Donald J. Brown, it
has resulted in the most detailed description of
underground water supplies amassed to date for its
seventeen participating counties.
"There aren't many states in the country that can
even approach what the Southwest Michigan water
project is doing," Passero noted. "They're very much on
the cutting edge of what's happening in groundwater
protection."
Already lauded by the state of Michigan as a model for
the region, the program is computerizing raw data
abo.ut groundwater patterns and land use, and making it
available to local officials who can help balance
economic development concerns with water quality
concerns.
Trained local officials with access to an IBM
compatible computer can secure vital groundwater data
and summon graphic displays of their county's
subsurface in a matter of moments.

Data now being published
The survey program has been the water focus of
the Science for Citizens Center for the last four
years. It is currently winding up the first
phase-data collection.
Now entering its second phase, the data
collected is being compiled for publication, with
the water quality information being
summarized on a county, township, and aquifer
basis.
Brown calls the survey's first phase simply an
attempt to understand the resource. Now, he
said, this understanding must to be put into the
hands of local decision-makers.
The first three years were the beginning of a
process that needs to be carried on statewide,
Brown added, noting that the Science for
Citizens Center is investigating ways to expand
Wealth of technical resources utilized
the survey. In fact, the project recently received
A major facet of the institute is the geology
support
from Gov. James J. Blanchard, who has
department's Water Research Center, which dates back
pledged continued state cooperation in the
to 1979 and has been a focal point of hydrogeologic
effort.
research on campus.
In a recent letter to Brown, Blanchard lauded
Enhancing the University's water
the survey work and said it "promises
research capabilities is the Water Quality
to lead the way·for the state in
Laboratory, which was first funded in 1986
implementing comprehensive
and is affiliated with the chemistry
groundwater
protection. This will
department. The laboratory contains statesave
many
millions
of public
of-the-art equipment for conducting water
dollars
in
cleanup
costs."
research and provides essential analytical
Interest in the survey is not
capabilities for Western researchers.
limited
to Michigan, however. Six
The third major participant in the
states
in
the region ·sent
institute's work is the geography
representatives to a November
department's Earth Resources Data
conference at Western that detailed
Analysis System. A computer-based data
the
project's results, and Brown
management system, it is designed to
has taken his work to national and
manipulate resource information.
international meetings.
Several kinds of research utilizing all
Water quality is a local issue,
three of those resources is now under
Brown said, but there is a central
way. In the geology department, for
theme emerging in the field of
instance, Dr. W. Thomas Straw is
groundwater
protection. While the
studying and mapping wetlands and
responsibility has been transferred
working with the Michigan Department of
down from the national and state
Natural Resources to monitor sediment
levels, local authorities need help
accumulation in the Kalamazoo River.
in meeting that responsibility.
From a modified pontoon boat, he and
"We're providing the support
graduate students are taking core samples
base for local authorities to do the
ERDAS
Co.
representative
Jeffrey
Dooley
demonstrates
how
the
geography
department's
new
from the river to be evaluated for the
Earth Resources Data Analysis System uses a hand-held digitizer to "capture" data from a
things that many others are just
presence of polychlorinated biphenyls
conventional map and transfer It to a computer. The computer allows the department to uptalking about," Brown said.
(PCBs).
Important questions being answered
The program can provide the answers to such questions
as: Where can a factory be safely located without
damaging the local water supply? What effect will a new
housing development have on the water table? How
large an area around a well field needs to be protected?
"There are already adequate programs in place to
identify contaminated sites," Brown said. "We're trying
to provide a broadly based picture of the state's water
quality and the management capabilities available to
protect it."
For local officials like Robert Ceru, supervisor of
Ingham County's Program for Toxic Materials and
Hazardous Waste, the data and computer graphics now
av~ilable to him are "a tremendous resource."
He is already using the information to help the
Ingham Economic Development Authority determine
safe. ~lacement of a new industrial park in his county. In
~dd1hon, when a property owner requests a well permit
m an area of suspected contamination, the data helps
Ceru assess the level of potential danger.

date maps and analyze available resources.

the Weateraer, Fe........, 1988

White (continued from page 6)

I
I

~

I
I

I

I

II
II
I
I

I
I
I

I

He had a good chance to observe such exercises, though,
when one of his pieces was performed last summer at Carfax Tower at Oxford University. A group of ringers decided
to perform the piece at quarter-peal length, which is 1,320
changes. For the five-bell work of 120 changes, that meant
they had to ring the piece eleven times (perform eleven
"extents") to come up with 1,320 changes.
"There was a little bit of excitement there," White says
with a glint in his eye. "It was really the first time I had
been in the tower itself for an attempted performance of
one of my own compositions."
The group had rented the tower for an hour and was
due to ring for a Sunday service elsewhere immediately
after the performance. White estimated it would take the
ringers about forty minutes to finish his piece.
Midway through the third extent, one of the ringers had
difficulty and the conductor stopped the performance, he
says. After a brief conference and twelve minutes into the
hour, they started again, but White was beginning to fear
the piece might not be completed.
"They were going about quite smoothly," he remembers.
"But at about the ninth extent, one of the other ringers
started to go wrong." If they stopped there wouldn't have
been enough time to start over and finish the work.
"The director shouted some oral instructions. Two or
three people made really dramatic leaps on their ropes to
slow down their bells to give the others a chance to catch
up," White says. "They accomplished that and went on
without further difficulty."
White spent the 1984-85 academic year as a senior
visitor at the Mathematical Institute and as a visiting fellow
at Wolfson College, both at Oxford University. During this
time, he continued his research on change ringing and had
two of his other pieces rung from bell towers in the city of
Oxford.
White explains that the art of change ringing is much
more popular in England, where there are some 5,000
towers, compared to the United States, where bells in only
18 towers are hung in the English manner.
However, he now may have a place closer to home in
which to try out his compositions. In 1984, eight such
bells were installed in Stetson Chapel at Kalamazoo College. White's been working with T. Jefferson Smith, who
heads the band of bell ringers there to get one of his
pieces performed.

Latvian center tied to Western
The Board of Trustees has approved a recommendation
for Kalamazoo's Latvian Study Center to use the title,
"The Latvian Study Center in Association with Western
Michigan University."
Since it was constructed in Fraternity Village off West
Michigan Avenue near the campus six years ago, the
center has been privately maintained by the Latvian
community. It now plans to incorporate and sought
permission to use the name to acknowledge its
connections with the University.
The association between Western and the West
Michigan community of expatriate Latvians goes back
more than fifteen years.
Western will be designated as a charter member of
the new corporation and will appoint a member to the
corporation's board of directors. No contributions or obligations are expected from the University.

Alumni return home for fall semester visits·------

Top left: Lt. Col. Mary Ann Attebury, 8.A. '67, a chief nurse in the Air
Force reserve and a regional coordinator for the Vietnam Women 's
Memorial Project, was on campus December 14 to attend a reception in her
honor. The memorial project was formed to create a life-size version of this
bronze statue of a woman veteran and erect it on the grounds
of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.
Attebury said the statute would represent and honor all women
who served during the Vietnam War. The Center for Women 's
Services sponsored the reception.
Top: Col. Richard A. Sperling, 8.8.A. '65, left, was this year's
guest speaker for the Army Reserve Officers' Training Corps
Annual Fall Awards Ceremony held September 10. Sperling,
who is a member of Western's Hall of Fame, is a recipient of
the nation's second highest award for valor--the Distinguished
Service Cross. The awards ceremony recoginizes ROTC
students for academic and technical military achievements.
Left: Two prominent business executives were on campus

October 9 to attend a reception in their honor hosted by the
Office of Minority Student Services. Being recognized were
Roy Roberts, B.B.A. '70, left, vice president of personnel
Administration and development for the General Motors
Corporation, and Dr. William Pickard, B.S. '64, chief executive
officer for Regal Plastics.

Increase in research is paying big dividends
unique in the state, allows Western to perform crucial
product testing for a number of industries.
The third center receiving research and economic
development money is the Water Resources and
Contaminant Hydrology Center. It supplies state and
local planners and industry with water quality research
necessary to enhance industrial development in
Michigan.
Ongoing research is varied
Western researchers are conducting a host of other
projects, all of which serve the public and enhance the
skills and reputation of faculty members. They also offer
a critical link to the future by providing training in
research techniques to students at both the graduate
and undergraduate levels.
For an institution that is the state's third largest
graduate university, this link could result in Westem's
most significant contribution to the riation's future-a
guarantee that research and inquiry continue into the
next generation.
Some of that ongoing research includes:

• Developing high-strength polymer coatings for small
engine parts and developing an all-plastic engine.
• Setting up a research facility that will serve as a
resource center for the U.S. Foundry Industry and
applying a new casting technique that will help U.S.
firms compete with foreign manufacturers.
• Obtaining more information about subatomic
reactions during nuclear fusion.
• Developing a lightweight data storage system for the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration.
• Conducting theoretical graph research that the U.S.
Navy's Office of Naval Research hopes could lead to
practical applications, such as discovering new
medicines which are closely related to existing ones
but which have fewer side effects.
• Preparing and evaluating educational programs to
enhance the education of handicapped students.
• Evaluating changes needed in tamper-proof packages
to make them more accessible to elderly and
handicapped individuals.
• Developing procedures and technical processes to
assist the paper industry.

Coors executive M. June Smith accepts challenges and opportunities
June Smith has never been one to tum down a
challenge or an opportunity, and Coors offered both.
She didn't refuse the job.
·
They wanted her to be part of the team to develop a
new promotional campaign, she says. "It was more than
just a new campaign. The 'Coors is the One' campaign
with Mark Harmon marked the first time the beer
industry had used a spokesperson. It was an exciting
opportunity and certainly a challenge."
Moreover, the position represented a move from
regional to national advertising, she says, and offered
her the opportunity to work in television advertising
again.
Smith launched a series of new television and print
· advertisements last fall specifically for blacks, Hispanics,
and women. Each campaign carried its own theme and
slogan. "One of our major competitors uses the same
type of commercial for everyone," Smith says. "I think

consumers respond better when you address them
individually.
"Both my personal and professional goal is to achieve
the No. 2 spot," she adds, noting that Coors is currently
selling third in the light beer market. "And down the
road, I want Coors Light to be Number One."
When asked what she considers her most important
career achievement to date, Smith says this is "a
tough question because I consider every job a challenge
for different reasons. It is great to be where I am," she
says with pride, "but I don't consider that as big as the
hurdles I crossed to get here."
Remembering her days at Western, both as an
undergraduate and while taking graduate classes in
counseling and personnel, Smith says she believes her
education has served her well in everything she has
done. "I loved it, I absolutely loved it," she says. "My
courses at Western broadened my thought process."

(continued trom page 1)
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In addition, she says her education courses have
added greatly to her management style. "In fact, I
believe a course in teaching should be added to
management curricula," she continues. "Teaching is an
important part of managing. My graduate coursework at
Western also made a great difference in my ability to
manage and work with people."
Since her promotion in 1987, articles about Smith
have appeared in more than twenty publications,
including Forbes, the Wall Street Journal, and
Advertising Age. She was also named one of Colorado's
"women of the year" in 1987 and as one of Denver
magazine's "Dynamite Denverites." Currently, she is
featured on Westem's Wall of Distinction, which
recognizes alumni for significant professional
achievements early in their careers.
"That is the best of all," Smith says. "To be
recognized by your school; it's the best. Western was a
great place to go to school."

-by M. Jamie Jeremy
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1920-59

1964-67

Ruth M. Scherer, TC '24, is now a resident of
the Michigan Masonic Home, Alma.
Doris Batitus Mates, TC '29, BS '65, and her
husband, Joseph, celebrated their fiftieth wedding
anniversary in September in Kalamazoo.
Rex Sheathelm, BS '35, has received an
honorary life membership in the YMCA Family
Christian Association, Muskegon. He has been a
YMCA member there for sixty-five years.
Mike 0. Molle, BS '39, is the author of a book,
Fun with Fungus, aimed at carving artists. He
lives in Stephenson.
Bob Dresser, BA '45, has recently been
inducted into the Port Huron Sports Hall of
Fame. He was line coach of the unbeaten 1947
high school team there. He lives part of each
year in St. Clair Shores.
John Buckhoust, BBA '48, has received
Certified Municipal Finance Administrator
credentials. He is Kalamazoo Township treasurer.
Marilyn Ashdown, TC '50, BS '62, MA '75 , was
named runnerup to the 1988 Michigan Teacher of
the Year, according to the State Board of
Education. She has taught in the Jefferson
Elementary School, Coldwater, since 1966.
August F. Scheid, BA '50, has been elected
president of Graff Trucking Co., and Davis Motor
Express of Kalamazoo.
Joan Guillaume, BS '51, has retired from
teaching, after thirty-five years in Coldwater;
Rochester; and Melbourne, Australia. She lives in
Rochester Hills.

James J. Leisenring, MBA '64, has been
appointed a member of the Financial Accounting
Standards Board. He has been director' of
research and technical activities for the
Connecticut Board, since 1982.
Marvin E. Hoffman, MBA '65, is a 1987
recipient of the W.E. Upjohn award at The
Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo, where he is a senior
civil engineer.
Morey Kays, BS '65, has received an
outstanding teaching award at the Calument
campus of Purdue University where he is an
associate professor of industrial engineering
technology.
Florence Beals Legg, BA '65, has become a
TAX-AIDE coordinator for the American
Association of Retired Persons in Lake City, FL.
Robert MacEachran, BA '65, MA '70, SEd '76,
has become superintendent of the Sutton 's Bay
schools.
Dale Overbeek, BBA '65, has been promoted to
director of tax accounting, benefits, property and
sales taxes for The Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
Aubrey Arndt, BBA '66, has been promoted to
senior director-finance, for Sheller-Globe Corp.,
Toledo, OH.
Lt. Col. Charles E. Beauchamp, Jr., BS '66,
became commander of the U.S. Army New
Orleans Recruiting Battalion last October.
Ronald J. Davis, BBA '66, MBA '73, has been
elected president of the Kalamazoo Institute of
Arts. He is executive vice president of William R.
Biggs/Gilmore Advertising.
Gail Steudle Erickson, BA '66, MA '69, has
become assistant principal of the Brownell Middle
School, Grosse Pointe.
Michael K. Herbert, BA '66, has become editor
in chief for Inside Sports magazine, Evanston, IL.
The magazine is a part of Century Publishing Co.
Robert J. Nemeth, BA '66, has graduated from
the United States Army War College, Carlisle, PA,
as a foreign service officer and is now assigned to
the political section of the United States Embassy
in Kingston, Jamaica.
The Rev. Robert J. Thornton, BS '66, has
become senior pastor of the First Christian
Church, Portsmouth, OH. He is also chaplain of
the Portsmouth police department.
Lt. Col. Michael Smith, BA '67, is now
stationed at the U.S. Army Regional Medical
Center at Landstuhl, West Germany.
Gary Williams, BS '67, has been appointed to
the Berrien Springs board of education. He is a
senior materials analyst for the Bendix Corp.,
South Bend, IN.

C. Beauchamp, '66

Michael Herbert, '66

Ray A. Fifer, BS '54, retired from Uniroyal,
Inc. in 1985 and is currently performing with the
University of South Carolina Marching Band. He
lives in Winnsboro, SC.
John F. Stewart, BS '54, has been appointed
to the Manistique City Council. He is owner of
Nelson's Shoe Store there.
William J. Fondow, BS '55, has been promoted
to president of the Shartle Division, Black
Clawson Co., Middletown, OH.
Garrard Macleod, BA '57, MA '65, has been
elected president of the New Vic Theatre in
Kalamazoo.
Theodore Sovern, BBA '58, was honored with
a "Ted Sovern Day" in Battle Creek last
November, as city leaders paid tribute to him.
Richard W. Hartman, BS '59, has been named
vice president of the Michigan Association of
Professional Insurance Agents. He is with the
Mid-Michigan Insurance Group, Otsego.
David E. Osmun, BA '59, has been promoted
to director, marketing management, The Upjohn
Co., Kalamazoo .

1960-63
William Bugera, BBA '60, has become service
vice president for Michigan, Ohio, and Canada for
American Telephone & Telegraph Corp. He lives
in Chicago, IL.
Loren Warfield, BS '60, MA '62, SEd '70, has
been named to the Kalamazoo Futures
Commission by the Kalamazoo County Board of
Canvassers. He is superintendent of schools at
Schoolcraft.
Edna L. Dom, BS '61, is now president of the
southwest district, General Federation of
Women's Clubs of Michigan. She is a Kalamazoo
resident.
Ward A. VandenBerg, BA '61, has been
promoted to director, human resources, for
Upjohn HealthCare Services, Kalamazoo.
William Cole, BBA '62, has been named to the
Kalamazoo Futures Commission by the
Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners. He
is president of First of America Bank-Michigan.
Richard Jelier, MA '62, recently received two
education awards. In November, he was honored
as an outstanding principal by the National
Association of Secondary School Principals and
Burger King in Florida. In December he was
named "Principal of the Year" for the state of
Michigan by the Michigan association in Detroit.
He is principal of Mona Shores Junior High
School, Muskegon.
Larry L. Lemmer, BS '62, has been promoted
to associate director of international MSL for The
Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
Dr. Ronald Cowden, BA '63, has become
principal of Traverse City High School.
Richard V. Washburn, BS '63, MA '64, has
been promoted to vice president, corporate and
divisional employee relations planning and
development, for The Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
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Lawrence Cain, '68

1968-69
Lawrence D. Cain, MBA '68, has been promoted
to group vice president, Product and Market
Management Division, WCI Major Appliance
Group, Columbus, OH.
Herbert L. Cloud, BBA '68, has become
regional director, consumer affairs central
region, for the Whirlpool Corp., Benton Harbor.
Dennis L. Cripps, BS '68, has been promoted
to lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army and is
commander of the assault helicopter battalion at
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

Herbert Cloud, '68

Robert Lievense, BBA '68, has been promoted
to vice president, manufacturing, for Mrs.
Smith 's Frozen Foods Co., a subsidiary of the
Kellogg Co., Battle Creek. He had formerly been
president of Salada Foods, Inc.
Michael R. March, BA '68, MA '77 , was
appointed principal of the Galesburg-Augusta
High School last October.
Glenn Rotier, BA '68, MA '71. has been reelected to the Rockford City Council.
Virgil Bopp, SEd '69, has a new book
published, Confidently Committed: A look at the
Baptist Heritage. He is a professor at Grand
Rapids Bible College.
John Currie, BBA '69, was named the
"Michigan industrial developer of the year" for
1987 by the Michigan Industrial Developers
Association. He is district manager for economic
development, Michigan Bell Telephone Co., and
lives in Livonia.
Dr. John Fallon, BS '69, has become assistant
to the president at Saginaw Valley State
University, Saginaw, after having been an
administrator at Ball State University for several
years.
Matthew W. Quinn, BA '69, this fall was
elected mayor of Novi. He is an attorney in Royal
Oak.
Capt. Sherman Smith, BS '69 , has received
the Air Force Commendation Medal at Wurtsmith
Air Force Base, MI, where he is a civil
engineering officer with the 379th Squadron.
John G. Tamblyn, BS '69, has become senior
vice president and loan officer for Citizens and
Southern National Bank, Tampa, FL.
Marilyn Hunt Thaler, BM '69, MM '71, is now
assistant director of the Battle Creek Youth
Symphony Orchestra. She is a string teacher in
the Lakeview schools.
Robert D. Ward, BBA '69, has been promoted
to director of tax compliance for The Upjohn Co.,
Kalamazoo.

1970-71

Ronald F. Texley, MA '70, has become director
of development for Helen Keller International,
New York.
Dr. Michael F. Tobin, EdD '70, has been
elected executive director of the Elementary and
Middle School Principals' Association o(
Connecticut. He is also professor of educational
administration at Connecticut State University,
New Haven.
Dr. Roy D. Adler, MA '71, has received a
Fulbright Scholarship while serving as a
professor of marketing at Pepperdine University,
Malibu, CA.
James Cupper, BBA '71, has become vice
president and account supervisor for Beardsley &
Co., a Richland advertising agency.
Edward F. Kamara, MA '71, has joined the
Muskegon Community College'faculty, teaching
political science and history.
Donald H. Miller, BS '71, has become an
assistant vice president for trust business
development with Comerica Bank in Kalamazoo
and Battle Creek.
Dr. David J. Pruis, MA '71, was promoted to
superintendent of the Union North School .
District, Lakeville, IN, last October.
William J. Quinn, BBA '71, is now an account
executive for Roney & Co. , Detroit.
Steve F. Rehrauer, BS '71, MBA '75, has been
promoted to manager, professional
communications administration , The Upjohn Co. ,
Kalamazoo.
Bruce A. Smith, MA '71, has been named
superintendent of the Normandy School District,
St. Louis, MO.

1972-73
Donald B. Anderson, MBA '72, has been named
director, marketing planning, for The Upjohn
Co., Kalamazoo.
Gerald Bagierek, BA '72, MA '78, received the
"1987 Michigan history teacher of the year
award" for his work as an eighth grade teacher in
Saugatuck.
Robert P. Peterson, BS '72, has been
promoted to manager, compensation program
administration, The Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
Sharon Robertson, BS '72 , is director of The
Children's Corner, a new day care center in
Delton.
Henry Yaple, MSL '72 , is now head librarian at
Whitman College, Walla Walla, WA.
Beth Otis Yerrick, BS '72, MA '79, is one of
115 teachers nationally and four statewide to
receive a Christa McAuliffe Fellowship. She is a
Comstock teacher, and will use her $14,600 cash
award to complete a project entitled , "How
Family Dynamics Are Affected When There's an
Emotionally Impaired or Behaviorally Disordered
Child in the Home. " She is the daughter of
Kenneth Otis, MA '51, SEd '63 , now of Mission ,

TX.

Matt McLogan, BA '70, MA '74, became vice
president of college relations at Grand Valley
State University, Allendale, in September. He had
previously served a term as a Michigan State
Public Service Commissioner.
Dr. David D. Pendergast, BA '70, MA '72, has
been promoted to executive director, control
European operations, for The Upjohn Co.,
Kalamazoo.

Kirk Anderson, BS '73, MA '85, now a tennis
pro in Springfield, OH, has been accorded master
professional status by the U.S. Professional
Tennis Association.
Robert W. Crabb, BS '73, MSA '77, has been
elected second vice president of the Western
Michigan chapter, Tax Executive's Institute. He is
director of state and local taxes for the Kellogg
Co. and lives in Kalamazoo.

Alumni relations office seeks names of lost class members
This June the Alumni Association will
welcome back to campus members of
the Class of 1938 and the Class of 1948
to celebrate their fiftieth and fortieth
reunions.

Class of 1938

Mary Adelaide (Watson)
Alden
Emma B. Anderson
Patricia J. (Benson) Bachman
Ann Rosale Banks
Gladys A. (Waldron) Benson
Doris Borden
Mabel Delores (McGann)
Boylon
Wayne E. Bradley
Wanda Breece
Dale Leo Brown
Beulah Pearl Buchanan
Marie Elizabeth Buehrer
Alden Byrd
Elson Carr
Orlando Chapman, Jr.
Margaret Elizabeth (Davis)
Clark
Charles A. Clark
Frances Marie Dailor
Raynard J . Damour
Beverly B. (Bosler) Dann
Harriet G. (Roelofs) Deblaay
Mary Josephine (Cunningham)
Deltle
Beryl M. Dominy
George C. Elliott
Marguerite (Znorskl) Emerson
Ida M. Fonger
Genevieve Mayme (Bundy)
Frey
Leo Joseph Gardner
Paul Gettys
Rose Goodballan
Maxwell M. Gurman
Dorothy Rachel (Vancuren)
Hamp
Harwood Hass
Grazia M. Hathaway
Thelma E. Hanney
Buena Vista (Speers)
Henshaw

Margaret Houck
M. Ardelle (Kinney) Huston
Grace Ivins
Dorothy M. Johnson
Ruby (Johnson) Keenan
Charlene M. (McConell) Kelly
Harold T. Klalss
Barnard D. Kolojeskl
Elaine Louise (Bellingham)
Kuney
Marian (Mulder) MacDerrnott
Lloyd J. McCully
Isabel I. (Cramer) McKerman
Jean Kathryn (Davids)
Mclean
June Cecelia (Couney)
Michaels
Dorothy Miller
Edward
Moore
Elma E. (Vuolle) Muller
Dorothy Mistie
Claire Lucile (Chamberlin)
Olds
Miies R. Palmer
Ruth A. (Milliron) Parks
Cecile I. (Morey) Paynter
Olga Amelia (Runcel) Polfus
Virginia Clay (Smith)
Polmanteer
Gladys M. Reeder
WllllamH. Roe
Iona Carrie Rogers
Ruth Jo Ann Schurman
Giies Sinclair
Blake A. Smith
Lucee E. Smith
Rex Beach Smith
Janet (Cleveland) Snyder
Margaret P. (Robinson)
. Stenson
Leon Turner
Leonard T. Vader
Fred Wagner
Timothy Pickett Williams
Geneva R. (Edson) Woodman

c.

The class of 1938 will return to "the
hilltop" June 17, while their fellow alumni
will reunite June 3 and 4.
The association is asking for help in
locating several members from both
Frances Youngs
Janet Louise (Seeley) Vrkkala
Dorothy V. Zyskowski

Class of 1948

Patricia (Miiiar) Adadow
Catherine
Allen
Peter Anastaaopoulos
Ena (Jacka) Armstrong
Dorothy Grace Arnett
Dorothy (Bender) Baldwin
Donna J. (Keller) Barnes
Margaret E. (Hart) Barrow
Eugene Beach
Jeanne Bonine
Norma Jeanne Bowersox
Nancy Lou Britton
Shirley Jean (Frederick)
Brown
Harry Leroy Brundage
Florance Marla (Leland) Buck
Harold Wiiiiam Burdick
Lois Noreen Cameron
Klthleen Mae Carpenter
Robert Allen Carter
Elma I. (Crampton) Clemens
Betty Louise Coe
Raymond J. Colbert
Marjorie Mae (Maurer) Cole
Clayton Ellsworth Comer, Jr.
Carma N. Conrad
Bruce E. Carley
William W. Cowles
Marie Evelyn (Jackson)
Crawford
Maude B. (Blackman)
Daugherty
Doris E. (Haldeman) Dewitt
Margaret Jean (Finley)
Dunham
Bette G. (Moir) Edwards

w.

classes. If you have a current address
for any of the alumni listed on this page,
please forward the information to the
association so we can invite them to
these special reunions.

Carmel Edith Elliott
Richard F. Evans
Dorothy Lucile (Newton)
Fisher
Alice E. (Pratt) Gault
Joseph F. Genna
Angela R. Green
Lawrence C. Greene
Ethelyn N. (Nutting) Gridley
Edward G. Grlmsal
Virginia Guenther
Oswald Otto Hager
Elizabeth B. (Hart) Hall
Earl Hansma
Robert Duane Harrison
Gene Hartzler
Lois Emily (Hitchcock) Heinig
Andrew Hess
Merrett& Jane Hogmlre
Sarah Ann Hughes
Irene A. (Westman) Jacobson
Earl J•rvls, Jr.
Jean Allee (Bannett) Johnson
MarJorla (Benjamin) Johnson
Joan (Vanlaningham) Ketler
Phyllis Marie (Schonhard)
Kally
Eleanor Dawn (Haver) Kibler
Thelma A. Kirkendall
Marilyn Lou (Emmons) Kistler
Harold W. Klatt
Lois Alene Lane
Marilyn Grace (Edwards)
Lomax
Marjorie Je•n Lugar
-Antoinette M. (Varano)
Maxson
Thomas William McDonell
Flora Joy (Schwarzentraub)
Meacham
Melbourne Jay Metcalf
William F. Meyers
Janel M. (Goodrich) Meyers
Robert Lenerd Mulder

Wiiiiam R. Nichols
Sara Joan (Emmick) Olsen
Josephine C. Omalley
Cristopher Overley
Charles K. Palmer
Shirley June (Bestervelt)
Peppel
Jeannette Marie (Calahma)
Petrucci
James E. Quinn
Jack Rubert Raynolds
Donald Bernard Robbins
Marjorie Helen (Wareham)
Robertson
Mary Louise Rooney
Virginia Jean (Brown)
Scheiwe
Lois Ann (Vanriper) Schultz
Theo Shlnberg
Dean S. Smith
Evelyn Joan Smith
Herbert Lee Smith
Orville D. Snellenberger
Juan Marie (Ewing) Snyder
Betty Soos
Maude B. Steeby
Kathryn Mary Stoffle
Nina Blancha (Young)
Tompkins
Ruth (Feldman) Turla!
Barbara Anne (Brown)
Van Dyke
Donald L. Wllkelln
Thomas L. Walenta
Norman Merrill Wiseman
Shirley Ann (Bertenshaw)
Wiseman
Phyllis Jane Woodard
Eretha Mae (Merrick)
Woodard
Beatrice Alice (Lewis) lande
Leo lande
Michael L. Zlole
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David Demos, BS '73, has been appointed
manager, sales and planning, for the General
Motors Steering Systems business unit in
Saginaw.
Ronald Helmer, BA '73, has become principal
of the North Elementary School, Birch Run.
Gary A. Reimer, BBA '73, has been elected a
director of the Tax Executives Institute Board. He
is director of taxes for the Kellogg Co., Battle
Creek.
Ronald Reisterer, BA '73, was elected to the
Kalamazoo City Commission last November. He
is a Comstock teacher.
Edward J. Some1"\lille, BA '73, has become
manager health care administrator in the Central
region for The Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
Shay H. Weisbach, BA '73, MA '74, has been
promoted to district sales manager for the
Southwestern district, Kalamazoo sales area, The
Upjohn Co.

1974-75
Eric Durham, BBA '74, has been promoted to
senior vice president-loan administrator for First
of America Bank, Marquette.
Dr. Todd Lilje, BS '74, has opened an office for
the practice of osteopathic medicine in Kent City.
He graduated in 1986 from Michigan State
University.
Trudy Yaeger Luedecking, BBA '74, MBA '82,
has earned her Doctor of Jurisprudence degree
from Thomas Cooley Law School, Lansing.
Dr. Marilyn Schlack, EdD '74, has been named
to the Kalamazoo Futures Commission by the
Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners. She
is president of Kalamazoo Valley Community
College.
Larry Schrock, BS '74, has been promoted to
administrator of packaging and new product
development for the Valvoline Division, Ashland
Oil, Inc., in Lexington, KY.
Joyce Segal, MA '74, is now director of
communications for Davenport College,
Kalamazoo.
Robert A. Straits, MA '74, was re-elected to
the Kalamazoo City Commission last November.
James Bartley, BS '75, is now account
manager for Kitchen Aid, Inc., in southeast
Florida, and lives in Boca Raton, FL.

Nominations
sought for
Association's
1988 awards
The Alumni Association Board
of Directors encourages interested alumni to submit
nominations for the
.Distinguished Alumni and
Teaching Excellence awards,
using the forms appearing on
this page.
The Distinguished Alumni
Award recognizes those
graduates who have achieved a
high level of success in their
particular professional field.
Teaching Excellence Award
recipients are full-time faculty
members who are considere_d
exceptionally effective by their
past and present students.
The 1988 selection committees for the awards need your
assistance in identifying deserv. ing candidates. Please complete the nomination forms
and send them by March 25
-to: Western Michigan University, WMU Alumni Association,
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-3854.
Recipients of the
Distinguished Alumni Award
will be announced in the
August Westerner. Recipients
of the Teaching Excellence
Award will be announced in
the November Westerner.

William Coutant, BA '75, MA '78, has become
Osceola County editor for the Cadillac News.
John Kopacz, BBA '75, has been named
Exchangite of the Year by the Coldwater
Exchange Club. He is commander of the
Coldwater post, Michigan State Police.
Nancy S. Lehman, BA '75, has been appointed
an account executive, MarketReach for Upjohn
HealthCare Services, Kalamazoo.
William A. Moore, BS '75, has become a
partner in the Detroit law firm ofHills, Lewis,
Adams, Goodrich, and Tate, and continues to
work in the firms Mt. Clemens office.
Kevin J. Neckers, MBA '75, has become chief
operating officer of First Interlease Corp.,
Holland.
Glenn Northrup, BS '75, has been promoted to
director of corporate marketing for Steelcase,
Inc., Grand Rapids.
Jeffrey Patton, BS '75, MSW '78, has become
director of the Pheasant Ridge Center for
Children and Adults at the Kalamazoo Regional
Psychiatric Hospital.

1976-77
Deborah Barr, BS '76, is a third-year law student
at South Te:r.as College of Law, Houston, and
presented a paper at the annual meeting of the
American Public Health Association last October
in New Orleans, LA.
Patricia Fagan Cayemberg, BS '76, was reelected to the Kalamazoo City Commission last
November.
Deborah Percy Dzialowski, BA '76, has had
three of her one-act plays selected for production
by the New Playwright Festival of the Actor's
Theater in Grand Rapids. She is now completing
a Master of Fine Arts degree.
Ti-mothy P. Greeley, BS '76, has been
appointed federal magistrate for the Upper
Peninsula, and will take his law practice to
Marquette.
Dr. Barbara Lyon, BS '76, has joined the
faculty of American Technological University,
Killeen, TX, teaching marketing.
Betty Sarvis, MA '76, is the co-author of a new
book, The Abortion Question . This book followed
an earlier book which she also co-authored, The
Abortion Controversy. She is a free-lance writer
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Cindy Posthumous, BBA '77, MBA '81, is the
new business manager for Gull Lake Schools,
Richland.
Carole Samuels Stacy, BS '77, MA '79, has
been named "vocational teacher of the year" by
the Michigan Occupational Education
Association. She is a nursing educator at the Van
Buren Skills Center, Lawrence.
Donald L. Walker, BS '77, MA '78, has been
named an attorney in the finance and law center
of The Timken Co., Canton, OH.

1978-79
Donald Walker, '77

Robert Hoffman, '78

and rehabilitation counselor, living in St.
Petersburg, FL.
Tom Beatens, BBA '77, has become a part
owner of The Jones Financial Cos., Grand Haven.
Jill Denman, BA '77, has been named an
·
account supervisor at Ross Roy, Inc., Detroit.
Thomas F. Fox, BA '77, MA '84, has been
named assistant principal of Coopersville Junior
High School.
Anthony A. Gautney, BS '77, has been
promoted to senior vice president for business
services at SunBank/South Florida, Ft.
Lauderdale.
Lewis Al Glaser, BA '77, has become a
member of the graphic design faculty at Texas
Christian University, Fort Worth, TX.
Daniel Harz, BS '77, has become art director
for Nordstrom/Cox Marketing, Grand Rapids.
Richard A. Johnson, BBA '77, MBA '83, has
become an installment loan officer for Old Kent
Bank, Holland.
Gregory A. Kushner, BSE '77, has become
manager of quality engineering for the Bendix
chassis and brake components division in St.
Joseph.
Maribeth Mills, MOT '77, has become director
of occupational therapy at the Woodrow Wilson
Rehabilitation Center, Fishersville, VA.
Alice Daeke Goodrich Mumaw, BS '77, MA '80,
is among fifty women cited throughout Michigan
as "Women of Achievement." She is dean of
business at Kellogg Community College , Battle
Creek.

NOMINATION FORM
TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD

NOMINATION FORM
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD
The Distinguished Alumni Award is the most prestigious award presented to a
Western Michigan University alumnus. Recipients must be outstanding in their
particular professional field and must be present at the October 1 awards dinner.
Nominees' resumes may be included along with this form as additional
information. (When filling out this form, please print or type.)

Nominee's Name - - - - - - - - - - - - - Maide..________.,
WMU Graduation Year_ _ _ _ Major - - - - - - - - - - - - - Address------------------------~

City - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - S t a t e_ _ _ __
Zip,_ _ _ _ _ Phone (H) - - - - - - - - {W) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,

Current Professional T i t l e - - - - - - - . . , . - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - Organization --------------~--------- :
City ____________________ State,_ _ _ __
Other Academic Degrees - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Douglas Bower, BS '78, has become principal of
the Beadle Lake Elementary School, Harper
Creek schools, Battle Creek.
Gary Dembs, BS '78, has formed a new
consulting firm in Southfield called The Public
Image.
John S. Farnsworth, BBA '78, has joined
Bishop & Gasperini, CPAs, in Kalamazoo.
Robert C. Hoffman, BBA '78, has become an
installment Joan officer for Comerica Bank,
Detroit.
David M. Ingley, BBA '78, have been named an
associate with Crowe, Chizek & Co., in their Oak
Brook, IL, offices. He lives in Naperville, IL.
Terry Schweitur, BA '78, has been promoted
to city planner in Kentwood.
Edward Burnham, BBA '79, has been elected
vice president of the Battle Creek Independent
Insurance Agents Association.
Dr. Mansoor Moaddel, MA '79, has been
appointed an assistant professor of sociology at
Eastern Michigan University ..
Denny M. Monroe, BBA '79, has joined
Lawrence Management and Investments,
Kalamazoo, as an associate.
Kimberly Niemczyk, BS '79, is now manager of
Dancer's Family Fashion store, Allegan.
Steven Ockerman, BS '79, has become a
copywriter for R. J. Baker Advertising, Troy.
Marc S. Shaffer, BBA '79, has been named an
associate with Crowe, Chizek & Co., in its Oak
Brook, IL, office. He lives in Naperville, IL.
David W. Treder, BBA '79, has been promoted
to midwest sales manager for LyphoMed, Inc. He
lives in Grosse Pointe.

Teaching Excellence Award candidates must be full-time members of the faculty. As
there are many characteristics of an effective teacher, the selection committee seeks
professors who:
• Possess a comprehensive knowledge of their field
• Organize and present subject matter effectively
• State requirements clearly and manage the course effectively
• Stimulate thinking and develop understanding
• Structure instruction so as to facilitate learning
•Arouse interest
• Demonstrate resourcefulness
(When filling out this form, please print or type.)
Nominee's Name
Nominee's D e p a r t m e n t - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - List Course(s) You Have Taken Under Nominee (number ot title) - - - - , - - - - -

Approximate Date Course(s) Taken - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , , , . . - - Supporting Information•

(use

additional sheets if necessary) - - - - - - - , - - -

Professional Responsibilities (both current and historical) - - - - - - - - -

Awards, Honors, Activities

, Other Pertinent Information _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Your Full Name - - - - - - - - - - - WMU Graduation Year_ __
Your Name - - - - - - - - - - - - - - G r a d u a t i o n Year_ _ __
Addre~-----------------------~-

City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State_ _ _ __

YourAddre~-----------------------

City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

State~----

Zip_ _ _ __

Phone
Return Form by March 25 to: Western Michigan University, Selection Committee,
WMU Alumni Association, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008-3854.

' Return this form by March 25 to:

Western Michigan University, Selection
Committee, WMU Alumni Association, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008-3854.

•Nomination form must include supporting information to be considered by the
selection committee.

/:
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1980-81
Patrick J. Beally, BBA '80, has been promoted to
an associate in the Elkhart, IN, office of Crowe,
Chizek & Co.
Francis Crowe, MPA '80, has become an
assistant professor of criminal justice in the
School of Education at Ferris State College, Big
Rapids.
Ann Marie Koukios, MM '80, has become
minister of music at SS. Peter and Paul United
Church of Christ, Cincinnati, OH. She is also a
doctoral candidate at the University of Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music.
Gary B. Kushner, MPA '80, has been elected to
the board of directors of the Small Business
Association of Michigan. He lives in Kalamazoo.
Kevin A. Roberts, BBA '80, has been promoted
to senior group sales representative for Reliance
Standard Life Insurance and has transferred to
San Jose, CA.
William Steilen, BBA '80, has been promoted
to senior manager, audit department, for Peat
Marwick Main & Co., San Antonio, TX.
Dr. Mary Sydlik, MA '80, is a visiting lecturer
this year in biology at Eastern Michigan
University. She lives in Syracuse, NY.
Henry M. Ulanski, BBA '80, is now district
sales manager for Dayco Products, Inc., in Parma
Heights, OH.
Carie Moore Bailey, BS '81, has joined Roche
Laboratories as a pharmaceutical sales
representative in the Canton/Massillon, OH, area.
Kenneth E. Jancarz, BBA '81, has been named
vice president of the First of America Mortgage
Co.
Lisa Klaeren, BBA '81, has earned her Doctor
of Jurisprudence degree from Thomas Cooley
Law School, Lansing.

1982-83
Kathy Hahn, MBA '82, has become an investment
officer/portfolio manager for Old Kent Bank of
Kalamazoo.
2nd Lt. Thomas J. Halasz, BS '82, has
graduated from the administrative management
officer course at Keesler Air Force Base, MS.
Margaret Hamilton, MM '82, is the new
director of the Music Performance Institute for
Western.
Bertha Carson King, BS '82, has been named
director of career planning and placement and
director of student services, at the Berrien
County campus-of Jurctarr-eolleg-e. - Leisa Schumacher, BBA '82, has been
promoted to assistant vice president of Franklin
Savings & Loan, Troy, where she is compliance
officer.
Marjorie Springgate, MBA '82, was re-elected
to the Kalamazoo City Commission last
November.
Douglas Derks, BBA '83, became assistant
superintendent for business with the Rockford
schools in September.
Sandra L. Doctor, MBA '83, has been
promoted to vice president of Securities Counsel,
Inc., Kalamazoo, an affiliate of First of America
Bank Corp. She has also become a chartered
financial analyst.
Jack A. Gregory, BBA '83, has been promoted
to manager in the South Bend, IN, office of
Crowe, Chizek & Co.
Mary Metor-Backlund, MA '83, has become a
special education teacher in the Bark RiverHarris School District.

1984-85
Michael G. Boff, MBA '84, has been inducted
into the American College of Healthcare
Executives. He is assistant administrator for the
Spring Branch Memorial -Hospital, Houston, TX.
Alfaretta Halland Comer, BS '84, an eightythree-year-old artist in Grand Rapids, had a
display of her paintings shown in the Walwood
Union Gallery on East campus in September.
Shari Corrigan, BBA '84, has been promoted
to portfolio manager for Securities Counsel, Inc.,
Kalamazoo, an affiliate of First of America Bank
Corp.
Deborah Creamer, MSW '84,' has become an
area complex director for Eastern Michigan
University's Buell and Downing residence halls in
Ypsilanti.

OOPS!

It was incorrectly reported in the
November issue that Robert C.
Hruska, B.A. '53, was recently
appointed vice president of
marketing and sales for Durametallic Corporation of Kalamazoo.
Hruska earned that appointment
ten years ago and retired from
Durametallic in December 1986
after thirty-four years of continuous
service.
We apologize for the error.

Joseph Dick, BBA '84, is now a mortgage loan
officer for Old Kent Bank of Kalamazoo.
Aija Lubavs, MBA '84, has become a research
client for Midwest Marketing Research,
Kalamazoo.
Dale Michael, BS '84, has received a'n award
for outstanding achievement in institutional
construction. He is with Bronson Builders and
Designers, Kalamazoo.
Michael R. Sayer, BBA '84, has been promoted
to senior tax consultant for Price Waterhouse,
South Bend, IN.
Alison B. Stanford, BS '84, has become
assistant professor of physical education and
coach of the women's track and cross country
teams at Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware,
OH.
Theresa Szakas, BS '84, has earned her Doctor
of Jurisprudence degree from Thomas Cooley
Law School, Lansing.
Rob Woodrick, BS '84, has become store
director at the Breton Village D & W Food
Center, Grand Rapids.
Susan Day, BBA '85, has been named a field
representative for the Michigan Technology
Council, Detroit.
Charles A. Jones, MPA '85, has become
director of the Michigan Disability Determination
Service in Lansing.
Ens. Joel Levin, BS '85, is now a Naval aviator.
Kathleen A. McManus, MBA '85, has been
promoted to vice president, finance and
administration, for Mrs. Smith's Frozen Foods
Co., a subsidiary of The Kellogg Co., Battle
Creek.
Robert G. Short, MBA '85, has been promoted
to head, maintenance and laundry services, The
Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo.
Deborah Winicki, BBA '85, has become traffic
manager for Nordstrom/Cox Marketing, Grand
Rapids.

Western Mich1-an University

Private service held for Barbara Waldo Brown
Barbara Waldo McBride Brown, seventy-six,
the daughter of Western's first president,
died December 20 after an extended illness.
Brown attended Western from 1931 to
1933, receiving a bachelor of arts degree.
She began her undergraduate education at
the University of Wisconsin, but transferred
to Western in her junior year. In a 1984
Westerner interview, she said she made the
switch "so I could get my diploma from my
father.
"To this day, I don't know what we said
to one another when I received my
diploma," she said. "But whatever it was,
we grinned like two fools."
Her father, Dwight B. Waldo, was
president of Western from 1903, when the
institution was founded as Western State

Normal School, until 1936 when he retired.
Brown, who lived most of her life in
Kalamazoo, was coordinator of the blood
program for the American Red Cross from
1955 to 1962, and a member of Service
Club Honoraries and Western's President's
Club of major donors.
A graduate of Western's Training School
and State High School, she remembered
her father in the 1984 interview as a man of
"kindness and of honesty-at any price"
whose mind was always on_business. She
added that she became a member of the
President's Club "because it was a question
of what could I do for my father except give
something back to the University."
Surviving are one daughter, Barbara M.
Britgan of Sarasota, Florida; one son,
Dwight "Bud" Waldo McBride
of Schoolcraft; two
stepdaughters; one stepson;
two sisters, Dolly Stapler,
B.A. '41, of Bowdoinham,
Maine, and Betty Thurn, B.A.
'29, of Hilton Head Island,
South Carolina; and twelve
grandchildren.
Memorial contributions
may be made to Western's
Dwight B. Waldo Library,
Kalamazoo's First
Presbyterian Church, or the
American Cancer Society.

1986
2nd Lt. Douglas K. Brothers, BS '86, has
During a 1985Westerner
completed the officer basic course in the U.S.
interview, Barbara Waldo
Marine Corps.
Brown displayed a picture of
Dan Dorion, BA '86, one of Western's premier
her father, Western's first
hockey players, is now playing with the Utica
president.
team of the American Hockey League. He is the
property of the New Jersey Devils.
Robin Finn, MA '86, is now band director for
the Spring Lake Junior High and Elementary
schools.
Steven Grieve, MBA-'86;-has~been promoted to - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
manager, product control I, for The Upjohn Co.,
Kalamazoo.
students. After her retirement she traveled to
Mary Wilde Souffrou, TC '23, died October 4
2nd Lt. Walter S. Gross III, BS '86, has
fifty-nine countries, visiting many of these
in Kalamazoo. She was a Grand Rapids and
completed the officer basic course in the U.S.
alumni. She leaves two sons; two daughters; ten
Kalamazoo teacher, and is survived by one
Marine Corps.
grandchildren; one great-granddaughter; and four
daughter and two granddaughters.
Constance Kessel, MM '86, has become music
sisters, including Wilma Nash Wheaton, BA '64,
Helen Griffin Crawford, TC '24, BA '53, died
director of elementary instrumental music for
MA '65, Lawton, Verald Nash Smith, BS '39,
November 15 in Fremont. She was a retired
the Pine Plains, NY, schools.
Cambridge, WI, and Carroll Nash S_anders, BS
Portage teacher and had lived at Sand Lake. She
Stewart Schofield, MA '86, has become
'70, MA '78, Plainwell.
leaves her husband, Lewis, TC '20; two sons,
assistant principal of Berrien Springs High
Dorothy VanderMate, TC '31, died November
including Dr. David Crawford, BA '50, Hartford;
School.
two daughters; fourteen grandchildren; and eight 23 in Allendale. She was a teacher there for
thirty-five years. She leaves two sons, eight
great-grandchildren.
Nellie Bitgood Healey, TC '24, BA '56, died
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
September 11 in Lansing. She was a retired
Richard Donley, BA '32, died September 3 in
Big Rapids. He taught in the Big Rapids Public
teacher, and is survived by one daughter, one
Schools and was also a coach, principal, and
son, nine grandchildren, two greatsuperintendent for thirty-eight years before
grandchildren, and two sisters.
Amelia Ryan Hines, a charter member of Iota
retiring in 1971. He was awarded the Michigan
Wilma Golliher Lee, TC '25, BA '27, died
chapter, Alpha Beta Epsilon, Battle Creek, died in
Congress of Parents and Teachers Distinguished
August 27 in Owosso. She leaves one child.
October in Battle Creek. She was a retired
Service award in 1961.
Stella Cooper DeBoer, TC '26, BA '36, died
teacher.
Magnus A. Meier, BS '32, died in July. He had
September 5 in her Spring Lake home. She was a
Corrine "Connie" Hallam Walsh died
been an Ecorse school principal at his retirement
Spring Lake and Muskegon teacher from 1926
December 11 in Kalamazoo. She was director of
in the early 1970s. He is survived by one son, one
until 1971. She leaves her husband, two
Henry Hall from 1966 to 1971 and of Eicherdaughter, and four grandchildren.
daughters, two sons, and nine grandchildren.
LeFevre Hall from 1974 to 1976. She leaves two
Maybert Camfield Mills, BA '32, died October
Gwendolyn Kremer Heuer, TC '26, BS '56,
daughters; seven grandchildren, including
27 in Ann Arbor. She had been a Western faculty
died October 12 at her Baptist Lake home near
Corrine Wyman Fonger, BA '70, MA '72, and
member and a principal in the Gobles schools.
Newaygo. Her husband also succumbed to a
Marsha Wyman Ulmer, BS '74; and eight greatShe leaves her husband, Dr. George E. Mills, BA
heart
attack
minutes
before
Mrs.
Heuer
died.
grandchildren.
'36; one daughter; and three grandchildren.
They had been married for fifty-seven years and
Adeltha Downes Raddick, BA '32, died
had formerly lived in South Haven and Grand
1900-19
November 2 in Kalamazoo. A longtime resident
Rapids. She had been a Covert teacher. They
of Coldwater, she had taught in Royal Oak and
leave three children.
Agnes Draper Abbott Fries, TC '08, BA '30, died
Coldwater, retiring there in 1973. She leaves one
Russell A. Kelly, TC '26, BS '50, died October
September 18 in Galesburg. She was a Jackson
daughter and one grandchild.
23 in Fruitport. He was a teacher and coach for
and Kalamazoo teacher for forty-five years,
Robert M. Richman, BA '37, died November 10
more than thirty years in Battle Creek, Fruitport,
retiring in 1955. She leaves three sisters.
in North Myrtle Beach, SC, where he had lived
and Muskegon, developing the driver education
Helen Bolton, TC '17, BS '59, died October 18
since retiring from the Institute of Contemporary
programs for the latter schools. He leaves his
in Hickory Corners. She was a social worker for
Arts in Washington, DC, which he had founded
wife, Leora Vandenberg Kelly, TC '26, BS '57,;
the state of Michigan for twenty-five years,
and directed. He leaves his wife, one son, two
five sons, including Charles Kelly, BS '62;
retiring in 1962. She leaves two daughters,
daughters and three grandchildren.
twenty-nine grandchildren; and nineteen greatincluding Marjorie Bolton Ryder, BS '52; eight
grandchildren. He was also the father of the late
grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren.
Donald Kelly, BS '51.
Atha Eldred Gasser, TC '17, died November 9
1940s
Hazel E. Widener, TC '26, BS '48, died
in Dearborn. A resident of Bellevue, she had been
Hilda Reynolds Waltz, TC '44, died July 23 in
November 18 in Coldwater. She was a Gary, IN,
a teacher during the 1920s. She leaves three
Centreville. She taught for forty years, the last
teacher for thirty-seven years, retiring in 1964.
daughters, one son, fifteen grandchildren, and
eighteen in Colon. She leaves her husband, one
She leaves two sisters.
fifteen great-grandchildren.
Theo B. Parr, BA '28, died September 12 in St. daughter, six grandchildren, and five greatMary Agnes Wheeler, TC '17, died October 19
grandchildren.
Johns. After retiring from teaching in 1967 from
in Kalamazoo. She had been a teacher in Detroit
William J. Bishop, BS '47, died September 29
Emmerich, IN, she moved to Maple Rapids.
and Kalamazoo. She leaves one sister and one
in Walnut Creek, CA. He was a loan officer with
brother.
the Small Business Administration in San
Esther Rose Kimball, TC '19, died September
1930s
Francisco. He leaves his wife, three children,
5 in Muskegon. She had been a teacher and real
three
grandchildren, his mother, one sister, and
Hazel
Silcock
McKibbin,
TC
'30,
BS
'51,
died
estate broker. She leaves her husband and one
October 3 in Wayland. She taught for thirty years one brother.
daughter.
Benjamin Dianich, BA '47, died September 25
in Hastings and the Verona schools, Battle Creek,
in Wakefield. He taught in the Wakefield schools
retiring in 1959. She leaves one son, two
1920s
for nineteen years, and leaves his wife, one
grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.
brother, and one sister.
Laura Nash VanDyke, TC '31, BS '54, died
Virginia Bell Wegner, TC '22, BS '61, died
David L. Olson, BA '49, died October 7 in
September 26 in Kalamazoo. She had retired as a
September 17 in Hyattsville, MD. She leaves two
teacher in 1972. After World War II and for about Rochester. He had retired in 1984 as principal of
sons, one daughter, six grandchildren, and eight
Romeo High School. He leaves his wife, two
thirty years, she and her late husband worked
great-grandchildren.
sons, and one granddaughter.
with and entertained hundreds of foreign
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Laura V. Shaw
Remembered with praise and poetry, just as she had wished
The former head of the Western's
theatre department, Laura V. Shaw,
was rememb.ered with praise and poetry
in a memorfal service January 10 held
on the stage of the theatre that is
named for her.
Shaw, ninety-six, died December 28
and was remembered during the
service as she had wished, by former
students who came to celebrate life,
and her life-actress Mary Jackson,
B.A. '32, who came from her home in
Hollywood, California; and Zack York,
B.A. '37, her successor as head of the
theatre department and who himself
has a performance stage at Western
named in his honor.
"We, students of Miss Shaw, hope
that we can fulfill her expectations in
this last assignment that she gave us,"
York said, recalling Shaw as having

high expectations and little patience for
the superficial. "We've had it for a long
time."
York said Shaw wanted her memorial
"to be a happy occasion. She wanted to
celebrate life and living, and we're here
today to do just that."
Shaw, who had degrees from Ohio
Wesleyan University and the University
of Michigan, came to Western in 1918
and three years later became head of
what was then the Department of
Speech. Theatre production was the
province of the Players, a group Shaw
headed throughout her career at
Western.
Theatre later was a part of what is
now the Department of
Communication until the College of
Fine Arts was established in 1976. At
that time, it became a separate

Among the many friends of Laura Shaw
attending her memorial service were former
student Mary J'ackson, right, who took some

time to chat with Shaw's niece, Dorothy
Woldt Schmitt, and former student Zack
York.

Most recently he was senior civilian adviser to
Michigan's adjutant general. He leaves his wife,
two daughters, and one son.
H. Marie Parrish Schultz, BA '60, died
September 25 in Fennville. She was a retired
teacher, and leaves one daughter, three
grandchildren, two brothers, and one sister.
1950s
Jack L. Clark, MA '62, died November 18 in
Betty Romence Harrod, BS '50, MA '59, died
Kalamazoo where he had been an elementary
November 21 in Albion. She retired from
physical education teacher since 1959. He leaves
teaching in 1968. She leaves two daughters,
his wife, Phyllis Leech Clark, BS '68, MS '71; two
including Helene Harrod Wilson, BS '77, Reed
sons; one daughter; and one grandson.
City; one son; and four grandchildren.
Diane Exworthy Appel, BS '66, died September
Gerald A. Robinson, BA '50, died October 6 in
9 in Detroit. She leaves her husband Richton
Rockford. He was a Grand Rapids teacher for
Appel, BBA' 67; two children; and her mother.
thirty-two years, and leaves his wife, four
She earned a master's degree at Eastern
children, and seven grandchildren.
· Michigan University in 1970 and was a teacher in
Marian Bolhouse, BA '51, a teacher who
the West Bloomfield schools. Her home was in
retired in 1978, died August 21 in Grand Haven.
Farmington Hills.
George M. Boyd, BS '57, died in Florence, WI,
Dr. John L. Allen, MA '68, a professor of
September 19. He had been a teacher in Hillsdale
psychology at Point Loma College, San Diego,
and Calhoun counties, before moving to
CA, died November 22 in San Diego. He leaves
Wisconsin four years ago. He leaves one
his wife, two sons, and two sisters.
daughter, three grandchildren, and his mother.
Eduardo A. Innes, BA '68, MA '71, MA '78, a
Louise Fuller Ditto, BA '58, died July 27 in
Holland mathematics teacher, died September 27
Marshall. She retired from the Pennfield Junior
in Ann Arbor. A resident of Hudsonville, he
High School faculty in 1972 and is survived by
leaves his wife, Karen Thoma Innes, BS '70, MA
one daughter, two sons, seven grandchildren, and '76, his parents, two sisters, and three brothers.
eight great-grandchildren.
Naomia Conners Soderborg, BS '68, MA '74,
Eulah Glade, BS '59, died October 11 in
died July 21 in Linton, IN. She made her home
Berrien Center. She retired from the Berrien
in Coloma where she taught for twenty years,
County school system in 1963.
and is survived by her husband and three sons.
James A. Walter, BS '59, died October 11 in
Benton Harbor. He lived in Hartford and was a
1970s
manufacturing engineer for the Bendix Corp., St.
Dan S. Klaassen, BS '71, MA '77, died September
Joseph. He leaves his wife, two sons, three
18 in Kalamazoo. He had been a Plainwell
daughters, and two grandchildren.
teacher. He leaves his wife, two children, his
parents, two sisters, and one brother.
1960s
David J. Burchell, BS '73, died October 18 in
Richard A. Betts, BBA '60, died November 5 in
San Diego, CA, where he operated a tax
Kalamazoo. He was a senior employment
consulting business. He leaves his parents, two
specialist for The Upjohn Co., and is survived by
brothers, and five sisters.
his wife, Mary Miller Betts, TC '63; one son,
Adrienne Sherwin Lyszyk, BS '76, died
Matthew Betts, BBA '84, Kalamazoo; and one
October 8 in Kalamazoo. She had been a ballet
daughter.
instructor, and was marketing supervisor for BoJames Kellogg, BA '60, a longtime state of
Mar Research. She leaves her husband, her
Michigan official, died October 17 in Lansing
mother, and her grandmother.
while playing basketball. He had served as special
Gertrude Bowen Rider, MA '79, died October
assistant to Gov. George Romney and national
12 in Coldwater. She was a music teacher in
security adviser during Romney's 1968
Quincy, and leaves her husband, three children,
presidential campaign. He also served as
two grandchildren and her father.
executive assistant to Gov. William G. Milliken.

Gloria Spaulding Pountain, BS '49, died
November 8 in Grand Rapids. She was a retired
teacher and reading consultant. Surviving are her
husband, one daughter, one son, and three
grandchildren.

department within the college. The
University's mainstage theatre was
completed and named for Shaw in
1968. A plaque there declares, "She
made the magnificence of theatre speak
the language of truth."
Shaw retired in 1953 after thirty-five
years of unstinting and, her friends
would say, uncompromising service. In
addition to Jackson, best known for her
role on the long-running television
series "The Waltons," and York, other
former students include actor David
Wayne, B.A. '32, and the late Jack
Zaremba, '32, the Hills Brothers coffee
spokesperson.
Jackson, Wayne, and Zaremba were
reunited in Western's Diamond Jubilee
benefit performance of Eudora Welty's
"The Ponder Heart," which York
directed, in 1977. It established a
theatre scholarship honoring Shaw,
who was in the audience, and helped
perpetuate one in Wayne's name.
Jackson most recently returned to
Western in 1985 to star in "Foxfire" at
Shaw Theatre.
Jackson, who read Robert Frost's
"The Road Less Traveled" and from the
Spoon River Anthology by Edgar Lee
Masters, said that she, too, had had her
assignment a long time.
"Like Zack, I've had this date for
almost sixty years," she said, recalling
some praise Shaw had given her in
class. "'You may read poetry at my
funeral,' Miss Shaw told me. And here I
am.
"I was, as you can imagine, quite
taken with that praise," Jackson
continued. "But at the end of the
semester, I received a 'C' rather than
the 'A' I had expected. I went to Miss
Shaw and said, 'There must be some
mistake.'
"'No,' Miss Shaw said. 'There's no
mistake.'
'"But surely there is,' I replied. "'I
am the best in the class.'
"'You were very good,' Miss Shaw
said. 'But you were capable of so much
more.' She graded you by how well you

Laura Shaw

fulfilled your capability, not by how
you matched with someone else.
"Somebody once defined education
as the process of waking up to life,"
Jackson continued. "Laura Shaw woke
us up. She stirred our souls. She
became a kind of a spiritual mother to
us."
York then read from a letter from
Dr. Clara N. Bush, B.S. '44, of Stanford
University, the third of Shaw's former
students she had wanted to read at her
memorial service. Bush, a member of
the Western faculty in the mid-1950s,
could not attend.
"Laura V. Shaw was a remarkable
teacher," Bush said in her letter. "She
is commemorated not only by a theatre
named in her honor at Western, but
also by a living heritage of her
students, wherever they are, giving
back now some part of what working
with her was to them."
The memorial service included
musical selections from the play
"Quilters." A benefit performance of the
play January 5 to support its entry in
regional American College Theatre
Festival competition as well as its
competitive performance January 8 in
South Bend, Indiana, were dedicated to
Shaw.
Memorial contributions may be made
to the Laura V. Shaw Scholarship Fund
in care of the Department of Theatre,
Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008-3899.

-by Michael J. Matthews

Former faculty member reflects on Shaw
Editor's Note: The following story is an edited version of comments written about Laura Shaw

by Beatrice Hartman, a former assistant professor of communication arts and sciences.

On April 18, 1986, Laura V. Shaw had her
ninety-fifth birthday. And what a gala it
was!
All day she had callers who came to pay
tribute to this once great actress and
university teacher. The flowers, plants,
cards, and birthday remembrances banked
the little study in her home where she had
her reception. Callers were greeted with the
cheery voice known to so many throughout
the years.
One cannot forget her voice. Maria
Ouspanskya, the great Russian actress who
later appeared in American films, described
Laura Shaw's voice as the best she had ever
coached. Miss Shaw has always used it most
effectively and she has been a marvelous
example to the hundreds of students
fortunate enough to know her as one of
Westem's finest teachers.
No one could ever call Miss Shaw an easy
teacher or one who was in any way slipshod
in her own work. She never waivered from
the demands and the discipline she
imported to her students. She insisted upon
the best from herself, as well.
Consequently, she was one of Westem's
most popular teachers.
As is true of most who love the theatre,
Miss Shaw also had a sense of fun and a
lightness in her interests which added to
the pleasure of others. Jaunts such as a
drive through the countryside to view
colors or a trip to northern Michigan for a

weekend of meandering through back roads
and orchards are memories her friends will
not forget.
Laura Shaw was known for her
enthusiasm for anything new. At the same
time, she received satisfaction from the old.
Moreover, she always took an interest in
others' concerns. A sturdy cover to protect
a friend's upholstery from that friend's cat
would become a major project until solved,
and she would attack it with a plan and
determination which rang success at its
inception.
And, because only she could relate the
saga of Western's earlier years, Laura Shaw
never ceased to fascinate those of us
coming upon the scene after her
retirement.
Miss Shaw has not only achieved, but she
has evoked achievement.
Her own education was unique in that
she is the only person to have studied with
the two teachers who were instrumental in
establishing speech as an academic entityRobert Fulton of Ohio Weslyan University
and Thomas Clarkston Trueblood of the
University of Michigan. Thus, she formed
the bases for transmitting speech heritage,
as no other could, to those generations of
students fortunate enough to have enrolled
in her classes.
As Dwight Large, a Methodist minister
once said, she preached a much better
sermon in her plays than he preached in
his sermons.

